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Terms  of  Sale  and  Grading 


1.  The  items  in  this  special 
"Cabinet  of  Rarities"  catalogue  are 
numbered  sequentially.  The 
prices,  subject  to  being  unsold 
and  to  change  without  notice,  are 
given  on  a  separate  sheet,  which 
will  be  updated  from  time  to 
time.  The  reverse  of  this  sheet  can 
be  used  as  an  order  blank.  En¬ 
close  your  remittance  or  use 
MasterCard,  VISA,  or  AMEX 
(send  all  the  information  in  raised 
print  on  your  card,  the  name  of 
the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure  to 
sign  your  order).  Please  list  alter¬ 
nate  choices  if  possible,  for  nearly 
all  coins  are  one  of  a  kind  in  our 
stock.  Coin  orders  will  be  sent  in¬ 
sured,  either  through  our  private 
carrier  or  the  United  States  Post 
Office.  Coin  orders  will  be  sent 
postpaid  to  United  States  address¬ 
es.  R>r  book  orders,  add  $2  post¬ 
age  and  handling  for  all  orders 
under  $200. 

2.  Any  item  can  be  reserved 
by  telephone  Monday  through  Fri¬ 
day  9:00  a.m.  to  noon  and  1:00 
p.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct 
Sales  Department— TOLL  FREE— at 
800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire 
residents  use  our  regular  line 
603-569-5095. 

3.  GUARANTEE:  All  coins 
have  been  certified  by  either  the 
Professional  Coin  Grading  Service 
(PCGS)  or  the  Numismatic  Guar¬ 
anty  Corporation  (NGC).  The 
coins  are  sold  as  being  graded  by 
these  two  firms.  No  additional 
warranty  or  representation  is 
made  concerning  the  grading  or 
any  other  aspect  of  any  coin. 

Coins  sealed  by  these  grading 
services  must  be  returned  untam¬ 
pered  with  and  in  the  same 
sealed  holders  for  the  guarantee 
to  be  effective.  Any  coin  not  satis¬ 
factory  for  any  reason  may  be 
returned  within  seven  days  of  re¬ 
ceipt  (note:  this  is  departure  from 
our  regular  Terms  of  Sale,  so 
please  note  this  carefully).  After 
seven  days,  the  sale  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  final.  Time  payment  sales 
are  subject  to  different  terms 
(available  on  request).  Grading  is 
a  subjective  description  and 
represents  the  opinion  of  PCGS 
or  NGC  as  to  the  state  of  preser¬ 
vation  of  a  particular  item.  Grad¬ 
ing  terms,  including  adjectival 
and  numerical  descriptions,  are 
the  opinion  of  the  certification 
services  and  are  not  an  attribu¬ 
tion.  No  warranty,  whether  ex¬ 
pressed  or  implied,  is  made  with 
regard  to  such  descriptions  which 
can  and  do  vary  among  experts. 
All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic 
(any  coin  proved  to  be  otherwise 
will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of 
money,  or  replacement,  at  our  op¬ 
tion,  without  further  liability;  this 
arrangement  to  be  performed  by 
the  American  Rare  Coin  Fund 
Limited  Partnership,  without  the 
involvement  or  liability  of  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.). 

A.  As  the  future  is  unknown, 
no  guarantee,  implicit  or  expressed, 
is  made  concerning  the  investment 


performance  or  quality  of  any 
coin  or  its  price  in  the  future. 
Market  prices  are  determined  by 
supply  and  demand.  Moreover, 
grading  interpretations  may 
change  over  a  period  of  time.  It  is 
possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as 
well  as  up. 

5.  All  transactions  are  deemed 
to  take  place  in  New  Hampshire  as 
the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll 
County  and  New  Hampshire  State 
laws. 

6.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank 
vaults.  We  maintain  no  over-the- 
counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  cer¬ 
tain  national  and  regional  conven¬ 
tions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our 
clients  in  person  there.  We  are  as 
close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox 
and  invite  your  inquiries  on  any  nu¬ 
mismatic  subject  of  interest  to  you. 

7.  The  most  recently  issued 
price  list  in  connection  with  this  cat¬ 
alogue,  whether  or  not  a  copy  is  en¬ 
closed,  represents  our  current  sale 
price.  While  we  have  made  an  effort 
to  avoid  typographical  errors,  we 
cannot  be  responsible  for  any  errors 
which  may  occur. 

8.  Title  to  the  coins  offered 
rests  with  the  American  Rare 


Coin  Fund  Limited  Partnership 
and/or  Bowers  and  Merena  Galler¬ 
ies,  Inc.,  and  does  not  pass  until 
payment  is  received  in  full.  Coins 
may  not  be  hypothecated,  resold, 
or  otherwise  transferred  until  paid 
for  in  full. 

9.  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries  and/or  staff  members  are 
members  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild,  American 
Numismatic  Association  (life 
members),  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Society,  and  other  leading 
organizations.  Q.  David  Bowers 
served  as  president  of  the  Profes¬ 
sional  Numismatists  Guild 
1977-1979  and  president  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association 
1983-1985.  Others  staff  members 
have  likewise  been  active  in  the 
numismatic  hobby  and  profession 
for  many  years.  Certain  principals 
of  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
are  principals  in  the  Hallmark 
Grading  Service,  Inc. 

1 0.  Items  may  be  sent  on 
open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest 
will  be  charged  on  unpaid  ac¬ 
counts  at  the  rate  of  l*/2%  per 
month  (18%  per  annum)  after  30 
days. 


FOR  INSTANT  SERVICE,  CALL 

(800)  222-5993 

and  charge  your  purchase  to  your 
VISA ,  MasterCard,  or  American  Express 
account  (Orders  only,  please) 
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If  you  are  receiving  this  issue  of 
the  Rare  Coin  Revmv  as  a  sample 
copy,  then  we  invite  you  to  sub¬ 
scribe  in  order  to  receive  future  is¬ 
sues  the  moment  they  are  released! 

The  following  PREFERRED  sub¬ 
scription  rates  are  for  ACTIVE 
NUMISMATISTS  only  and  are  in¬ 
tended  for  those  who  are  purchasers 
or  auction  bidders  or  who  intend  to 
become  such.  Subscriptions  are  not 
solicited  from  others,  except  at  dou¬ 
ble  the  following  rates,  for  it  costs 
over  twice  what  we  charge  in  order 
to  produce,  print,  and  deliver  these 
catalogues  to  you! 

Just  indicate  the  subscription  type 
that  you  desire:  A,  AA,  AAA,  B, 

BB,  BBB,  or  C— on  the  order  blank 
with  this  issue,  and  return  it  to  us 
with  your  remittance. 


■  Subscription  A:  The  next  six  Rare 
Coin  Review  issues  (a  $30  value  if  or¬ 
dered  separately)  plus  all  Special  Coin 
Letter  issues  produced  during  that 
period  (an  additional  value  of  $60  to 
$80)  mailed  to  U.S.  addresses. 
Preferred  rate: 

Subscription  A . $19.00 

Double-Length  Subscription 

AA  . 35.00 

Triple-Length  Subscription 

AAA. .  . . 51.00 

■  Subscription  B:  The  next  six  Rare 
Coin  Rez’iew  issues  (a  $30  value  if  or¬ 
dered  separately)  plus  all  Special  Coin 
Letter  issues  produced  during  that 
period  (an  additional  value  of  $60  to 
$80)  PLUS  the  next  six 

auction  catalogues  produced  by  Auc¬ 
tions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc., 
and  prices  realized  lists  to  be 


sent  after  each  sale,  PLUS  all  Kings¬ 
wood  catalogues.  A  value  of  over 
$200  if  ordered  separately! 

Preferred  rate: 

Subscription  B . $69.00 

Double-Length  Subscription 

BB . 130.00 

Triple-Length  Subscription 
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■  Subscription  C:  First  Class,  all 
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cations 

By  regular  mail  . 100.00 
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Introduction 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Rarities  are  the  centerpieces  of  numismatics,  the  showpieces  of  any 
collection.  The  present  catalogue,  presented  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galler¬ 
ies,  Inc.  and  the  American  Rare  Coin  Fund  Limited  Partnership  (man¬ 
aged  by  Hugh  Sconyers  and  sponsored  by  Kidder,  Peabody  &  Co.), 
showcases  some  of  America's  best  known  numismatic  rarities,  including 
many  landmark  pieces  which  rank  among  the  very  finest  known.  The 
pride  of  connoisseurship  will  be  yours  with  the  ownership  of  one  or  more 
of  the  pieces  we  offer. 

Over  the  years  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  have  catalogued  and  of¬ 
fered  for  sale,  at  auction  and  at  fixed  prices,  just  about  every  rarity  in  the 
book.  I  have  many  fond  memories  of  the  $25  million  Garrett  Collection, 
which  I  catalogued  for  The  Johns  Hopkins  University,  a  holding  which 
contained  some  of  the  finest  quality  coins  ever  to  cross  the  auction  block. 
The  Eliasberg  Collection  of  U.S.  Gold  Coins,  catalogued  in  1982,  offered 
one  of  each  date  and  mintmark  issue  from  gold  dollars  through  double 
eagles.  Recently,  the  Norweb  Collection  offered  connoisseurs  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  acquire  gems  which  had  been  off  the  market  for  many  years, 
some  since  the  19th  century.  The  present  Cabinet  of  Rarities  catalogue, 
prepared  by  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III  and  me,  is  likewise  a  source  of  pride 
and  pleasure.  I  hope  you  enjoy  contemplating  the  coins  offered  in  the 
pages  to  follow.  The  Cabinet  of  Rarities  catalogue  itself  has  been  assigned 
No.  78  in  our  Rare  Coin  Review  series  of  publications.  We  have  every  ex¬ 
pectation  that  it,  like  past  issues  of  the  Review,  will  become  a  collectors' 
item  in  its  own  right. 

On  the  pages  to  follow  we  offer  rare  gems  which  trace  their 
pedigrees  in  many  instances  to  these  and  other  landmark  offerings.  For 
the  convenience  of  clients  who  desire  certified  coins,  each  piece  has  been 
independently  graded  by  the  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service  (PCGS) 
or  the  Numismatic  Guaranty  Corporation  of  America  (NGC). 

Rarities  are  in  especial  demand,  as  rarities  are  what  make  a  collec¬ 
tion  notable.  When  one  reviews  the  great  collections  of  the  past— such 
cabinets  as  Bushnell,  Parmelee,  Stickney,  Jenks,  Dunham,  Boyd,  Anderson- 
Dupont,  Garrett,  Eliasberg,  and  Norweb  are  among  the  many  names 
which  come  to  mind— one  realizes  that  their  fame  was  derived  from  the 
rarities  they  contained.  While  rarities  are  in  demand  today,  the  price  of 
rarities  in  many  instances  is  considerably  less  than  what  might  be  expected. 
Often  a  coin  which  is  dozens  of  times  rarer  than  a  common  issue  will 
sell  for  just  a  few  multiples  of  the  common  issue  price.  Therein  are  many 
opportunities  for  the  astute  buyer. 

Not  only  are  most  of  the  coins  offered  in  this  catalogue  rare,  but 
nearly  all  are  in  the  upper  echelons  of  Uncirculated  and  Proof  preserva¬ 
tion;  a  combination  of  rarity,  quality,  and  beauty.  The  coins  you  acquire 
from  this  Cabinet  of  Rarities  will  be  prized  possessions  for  years  to  come. 

(cont'd) 


Each  coin  offered  in  the  present  catalogue  is  important  in  its  own 
right.  Among  the  classics  awaiting  your  consideration  are  these:  Several 
high-grade  half  cents  and  large  cents  will  please  specialists  and  type  col¬ 
lectors  alike.  A  magnificent  business  strike  1856  Flying  Eagle  is  among 
the  finest  known  exmaples  of  the  American  classic.  Among  other  small 
cents  will  be  found  a  lovely  Proof  example  of  the  rarest  date  in  the  Indian 
series,  the  1877.  The  date  1877  is  well  known  in  other  series  as  well,  and 
among  superb  gem  examples  of  nickel  three-cent  and  five-cent  pieces  you'll 
find  the  highly  prized  1877  issues.  Proof  Liberty  nickels  comprise  many 
dates,  including  the  key  1885  and  1886.  Among  Buffalo  nickels  a  beauti¬ 
ful  Uncirculated  specimen  of  the  seldom  seen  1918/7-D  overdate  will  be 
long  remembered  by  connoisseurs;  only  a  few  equivalent  pieces  exist  in 
all  of  numismatics. 

Silver  coins  begin  with  a  selection  of  choice  Uncirculated  half  dimes 
of  the  Capped  Bust  style.  Dimes  include  Uncirculated  and  Proof  19th- 
centure  issues.  The  1796  quarter  dollar,  one  of  the  rarest  of  all  American 
design  types,  is  represented  by  two  memorable  coins:  an  EF-45  and  a  cam¬ 
eo  MS-64,  either  one  of  which  you  will  be  proud  to  own.  Among  later 
quarters  will  be  found  Liberty  Seated,  Barber,  and  Standing  Liberty  pieces 
of  exceptional  merit.  Half  dollars  in  the  Cabinet  of  Rarities  offering  would 
make  an  outstanding  catalogue  in  their  own  right.  The  first  piece  offered, 
a  1795,  is  Uncirculated,  a  grade  seldom  seen.  Then  follows  a  beautiful 
Proof  example  of  the  1836  Reeded  Edge,  a  coin  which  is  a  rarity  in  any 
grade,  and  which  is  a  world-class  rarity  with  Proof  finish.  A  dazzling  gem 
1839-0  will  likewise  attract  attention.  Where  can  you  find  another? 

In  the  field  of  silver  dollars  one  of  the  all-time  classics  is  the  1794. 
Fewer  than  150  examples  are  believed  to  exist  of  this,  the  first  United  States 
dollar  coin.  Issued  at  a  time  when  no  one  in  America  desired  to  set  aside 
specimens  for  collecting  purposes,  the  entire  issue  went  into  circulation. 
Two  exceptions  were  provided  by  a  pair  of  Uncirculated  1794  dollars  which 
were  acquired  by  an  English  numismatist  on  a  visit  to  Philadelphia  the 
following  year,  1795.  Returning  to  his  home  in  Yorkshire,  he  added  these 
and  other  1794-  and  1795-dated  coins  to  his  collection,  where  they  remained 
for  over  a  century  and  a  half,  until  they  were  sold  at  auction  in  London 
in  1962.  Hon.  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb  acquired  one  of  the  prized  1794 
pieces,  the  coin  offered  here.  It  ranks  among  the  very  finest  known,  and 
its  next  owner  will  have  a  prize  that  few  other  cabinets  can  come  even 
close  to  matching.  As  if  that  were  not  enough,  there  is  another  1794  in 
the  present  offering,  a  beautiful  Extremely  Fine  coin!  Then  follow  other 
dollars  of  rarity  and  quality,  including  an  Uncirculated  1795,  the  rare  1802 
Proof  restrike,  a  Proof  1846,  and  numerous  outstanding  Morgan  dollars. 

Gold  coins  are  likewise  memorable  and  range  from  gold  dollars  to 
double  eagles.  Along  the  way  are  scarce  Philadelphia  Mint  coins  as  well 
as  mintmarked  issues,  gem  Uncirculated  pieces.  Proofs,  and  other  desider¬ 
ata,  again  an  offering  worthy  of  a  separate  catalogue  in  their  own  right! 
Commemoratives  include  many  prizes  in  the  silver  and  gold  series.  Ter¬ 
ritorial  and  private  gold  coins  include  an  Uncirculated  1852  $50  slug.  Pat 
terns  include  numerous  rarities— indeed  all  are  rarities.  Then  follows  a 


set  which  is  among  the  creme  de  la  creme  of  American  numismatics:  an 
original  1843  United  States  Proof  set,  complete  from  the  half  cent  to  the 
$10  gold. 

Turn  the  pages,  and  America's  finest  coins  await  you.  Transactions 
are  governed  by  the  Terms  of  Sale  printed  in  the  present  catalogue.  Each 
coin  is  available  for  sale  at  a  price  stated  in  the  separate  listing  included 
with  the  catalogue.  The  coins  are  subject  to  prior  sale  and  price  change 
without  notice,  although  we  will  do  our  best  to  maintain  the  prices  for 
a  reasonable  time  after  each  updated  price  list  is  issued. 

Hugh  Sconyers,  the  staff  of  the  American  Rare  Coin  Fund  L.P.  (spon¬ 
sored  by  Kidder,  Peabody  &  Co.),  and  the  staff  of  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  extend  our  congratulations  to  you  on  the  items  you  acquire.  Each 
coin  will  be  accompanied  by  a  document  attesting  to  its  origin  in  the  pres¬ 
ent  catalogue.  Thank  you  for  your  business. 

S: - 1 - f 


Q.  David  Bowers 

Chairman  of  the  Board 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 
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Cabinet  of  Rarities 


HALF  CENTS 


Uncirculated  1804  Half  Cent 


1  1804  Half  cent.  Cohen-13.  Breen-10.  Plain  4.  No  Stems.  MS-63  Red 

and  brown  (NGC).  A  very  attractive  example  with  mellow  red  sur¬ 
faces,  starting  to  tone  light  brown.  A  few  dark  areas  are  in  evidence, 
in  keeping  with  examples  of  the  grade. 

The  Draped  Bust  design,  earlier  used  on  large  cents  beginning  in  1796,  was  first  em¬ 
ployed  on  half  cents  in  1800,  continued  through  1808.  The  motif  is  the  work  of  Robert 
Scot  (also  spelled  Scott).  During  the  era,  copper  and  silver  coins  shared  this  design,  and 
it  was  found  on  the  denominations  from  the  half  cent  through  the  dollar. 


Choice  Proof  1856  Half  Cent 


2  1856  Half  cent.  B-3.  Proof-63  Red  (PCGS). 

Proof  sets  were  not  generally  sold  to  collectors  until  the  year  1858,  so  sets  as  well  as 
individual  coins  of  earlier  dates  are  considered  to  be  rarities.  Only  a  few  dozen  Proof 
1856  half  cents  exist,  of  which  this  is  certainly  one  of  the  nicer  preserved. 

The  design  is  the  Coronet  or  Braided  Hair  type  by  Christian  Gobrecht.  First  used  on 
cents  in  1839,  the  style  appeared  in  the  half  cent  denomination  beginning  in  1840. 


Gem  1820  Large  Cent 


3  1820  Large  cent.  Newcomb-15.  MS-64  Red  and  brown  (NGC).  A 

very  attractive  coin,  mostly  red,  but  with  some  brown  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Here  is  a  very  pleasing  coin  which  will  delight  the  specialist 
as  well  as  the  type  set  collector. 

The  design  is  of  the  Coronet  style  by  Robert  Scot,  introduced  in  1816  and  continued 
in  various  modifications  through  the  1830s. 


Mint  State  1835  Large  Cent 


4  1835  Large  cent.  N-5.  Double  profile.  MS-63  Brown  (PCGS).  Head 

of  '34  style.  Sharply  doubled  profile  to  Miss  Liberty.  A  choice  ex¬ 
ample  exhibiting  smooth  brown  surfaces;  a  coin  which  ranks  as 
one  of  the  nicest  of  its  kind. 

The  year  1835  saw  several  major  styles,  the  most  often  seen  being  the  Head  of  1836. 
That  offered  here  is  scarcer. 
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Gem  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent 

3  185*>  Flying  tagle  tent.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  specimen 

with  light  golden  brown  surfaces.  From  the  standpoint  of  quality, 
the  present  piece  certainly  ranks  in  the  upper  5%  to  10%  of  sur¬ 
viving  examples  of  this  classic  American  rarity.  Further,  business 
strikes  are  several  multiples  rarer  than  Proofs. 

In  185o  the  Mini  produced  600  or  so  pattern  1856  Flying  Eagle  cents  in  order  to  test 
the  new  design  Nearly  all  of  these  were  made  in  business  strike  or  "Uncirculated"  for¬ 
mat  rhe  coins  were  distributed  to  congressmen,  newspaper  editors,  and  others  of  in¬ 
fluence,  to  acquaint  them  with  the  new  motif  It  soon  developed  that  these  pieces  were 
worth  SI  to  $2  each  on  the  collector's  market,  so  the  Mint  prixiuced  restrikes  in  an  un¬ 
known  quantity,  probably  to  the  extent  of  1,2U0  to  1,500  pieces,  all  with  Proof  finish 
Whereas  the  business  strikes  were  distributed  and  relatively  few  were  saved  by  collec¬ 
tors,  and  while  all  of  the  Proofs  went  into  the  collector's  market.  Proofs  are  much  more 
plentiful  today 

Of  the  approximately  2,000  or  so  1856  Flying  Eagle  cents  minted,  probably  1,200  or 
so  survive  today  Over  the  years  a  number  of  collectors  have  amassed  hoards  of  these, 
including  George  W  Rice,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  who  sold  most  of  his  holdings  to  John 
A  Beck,  a  Pittsburgh  collector  who,  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  the  1920s  had  amassed 
the  incredible  quantity  of  731  pieces!  Decades  later  the  Beck  Estate  was  dispersed  through 
the  offices  of  Abner  Kreisberg  and  Jerry  Cohen.  Most  were  offered  at  fixed  prices,  over 
a  penod  of  years,  with  the  result  that  the  market  value  was  not  affected.  The  present 
writer  had  the  opportunity  to  examine  many  of  the  pieces  from  the  Beck  hoard.  Nearly 
all  were  in  grades  less  than  that  offered  here. 

For  many  years  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  has  been  recognized  as  a  great  American 
classic,  the  centerpiece  to  any  small  cent  collection 


Choice  Proof  1877  Indian  Cent 


Gem  Proof  1866  Two-Cent  Piece 


8  1866  Two-cent  piece.  Proof-65  Red  and  brown  (PCGS).  Full  red  ob¬ 

verse,  somewhat  brown  reverse. 

* 

As  a  class  Proof  two-cent  pieces  are  quite  elusive.  Somewhat  over  600  examples  are 
reported  to  have  been  coined  in  the  year  1868,  of  which  probably  no  more  than  a  tew 
hundred  still  survive.  Most  of  those  are  far  short  of  the  piece  ottered  here,  from  the  stand 
point  of  quality. 

The  two-cent  denomination  was  launched  in  1864  and  was  the  first  circulating  coin 
to  bear  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  Public  demand  was  apathetic,  and  the  denomi¬ 
nation  was  discontinued  in  1873. 


Another  1868  Proof  Two-Cent  Piece 


6  1877  Indian  cent.  Proof-63  Brown  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  piece 

with  iridescent  rainbow  toning. 

Among  Indian  cents  the  1877  has  always  been  considered  the  key  to  the  collection. 
Business  strike  mintage  of  about  852,000  is  the  lowest  of  any  Philadelphia  Mint  coin  in 
the  set,  a  factor  which  has  placed  extreme  pressure  upon  the  relatively  small  supply  of 
Proofs. 


Gem  1899  Indian  Cent 


1899  Indian  cent.  MS-66  Red  (NGC).  A  full  blazing  mint  red  cent, 
well  struck. 

The  preceding  piece  is  not  rare  as  a  date,  but  in  this  superlative  condition  it  is  cer¬ 
tainly  elusive. 


9  1868  Two-cent  piece.  Proof-65  Red  and  brown  (PCGS).  Mostly  red 

obverse,  reverse  red  around  the  borders  with  brown  toning  at  the 
centers.  Another  example  of  this  scarce  issue. 

Gem  Proof  1870  Two-Cent  Piece 


10  1870  Two-cent  piece.  Proof-65  Red  and  brown  (PCGS).  Light  red 

and  golden  brown  surfaces. 

Examples  of  the  1870  Proof  two-cent  pieces  are  seldom  met  with  today,  especially  in 
higher  grades,  and  we  doubt  if  more  than  50  to  100  pieces  could  be  described  as  being 
at  the  Proof-65  level. 


Gem  Proof  1871  Two-Cent  Piece 


11  1871  Two-cent  piece.  Proof-65  Red  and  brown  (PCGS).  A  very  at¬ 

tractive  specimen,  mostly  red,  just  beginning  to  fade  to  light  brown 

As  the  years  progressed  in  the  two-cent  piece  senes,  examples  were  pmduced  in  smaller 
quantities  for  circulation,  thus  placing  an  extra  demand  upon  Proof  sinkings  Pmbablv 
no  more  than  50  to  75  surviving  examples  of  this  date  equal  the  coin  here  offered 
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Gem  Proof  1872  Two-Cent  Piece  Superb  Gem  1879  Three-Cent  Piece 


12  1872  Two-cent  piece.  Proof-65.  Red  and  brown  (PCGS).  A  pleas¬ 

ing  example  of  one  of  the  scarcest  dates  in  the  series. 

1872  represented  the  last  year  that  two-cent  pieces  were  minted  for  circulation.  Just 
65,000  business  strikes  were  made.  In  addition,  950  or  so  Proofs  were  struck.  The  Proofs 
are  in  special  demand  today,  because  of  the  scarcity  of  related  business  strike  impres¬ 
sions.  Among  Proofs,  the  coin  offered  here  is  one  of  the  finest  known. 


Classic  1873  Two-Cent  Piece 


specimen  with  brilliant  surfaces,  a  coin  to  delight  the  connoisseur. 


The  1879  is  another  scarce  date.  The  production  amounted  to  38,000  business  strikes 
plus  3,200  Proofs.  Most  of  the  business  strikes  have  long  since  been  scattered,  leaving 
the  Proofs  to  constitute  pieces  available  to  the  collecting  fraternity. 

Gem  Proof  1879  Nickel  Three-Cent  Piece 


1879  Nickel  three-cent  piece.  Proof-65  (PCGS). 

Gem  Proof  1880  Nickel  Three-Cent  Piece 


13  1873  Two-cent  piece.  Open  3.  Proof-64  Red  and  brown  (PCGS).  The 

Open  3  variety  is  very  scarce.  Mainly  golden  brown  surfaces. 

By  1873  production  of  two-cent  pieces  for  circulation  had  ceased,  and  output  was  limited 
to  Proofs  made  for  collectors,  of  which  the  coin  offered  here  is  one. 


Gem  Proof  1877  Nickel  Three-Cent  Piece 


14  1877  Nickel  three-cent  piece.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  ex¬ 

ample  of  this  key  issue,  a  little  cameo,  and  certainly  one  of  the  finest 
known. 

The  nickel  three-cent  piece  series  commenced  in  1865  and  continued  through  1889. 
The  most  abbreviated  mintage  in  the  series  was  that  of  1877,  struck  only  in  Proof  finish, 
to  the  extent  of  510  or  so  examples.  Thus,  the  1877  has  always  been  considered  the  cen¬ 
terpiece  to  a  specialized  collection  of  this  short-lived  denomination. 


Gem  Proof  1878  Nickel  Three-Cent  Piece 


15  1878  Nickel  three-cent  piece.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned 

surfaces. 

The  1878  is  a  Proof-only  issue,  with  no  related  examples  made  for  circulation.  Just  2,350 
were  struck.  The  issue  is  and  always  has  been  highly  prized. 


18  1880  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  a  hint  of  light  golden 

toning. 

The  1880  is  another  low-mintage  issue.  Just  21,000  business  strikes  plus  3,955  Proofs 
were  struck. 

Superb  Gem  1881  Three*  ^ent  Piece 


19  1881  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  superb  gem.  What  else  need  be 

said? 

Of  all  nickel  three-cent  pieces  produced  in  the  1880s,  the  1881  was  struck  in  the  largest 
quantity  so  far  as  business  strike  examples  are  concerned.  Proofs,  however,  were  made 
to  the  extent  of  3,575  pieces,  about  average  for  the  era. 


Gem  Proof  1881  Nickel  Three-Cent  Piece 


20  1881  Proof-65  (NGC).  Highly  reflective  cameo  surfaces.  Under  mag¬ 

nification  some  faint  carbon  flecks  can  be  seen. 
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Superb  Gem  Proof  1883  Three-Cent  Piece 


2 1  1883  Pu>oM>to  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  specimen  with  reflective  surfaces. 

A  little  cameo.  Scarce  in  this  high  grade. 

Th*  1883  e»  still  another  low- mintage  date,  in  fact  considerably  lower  mintage  than  most 
-  *thers  of  its  era  The  Mint  record  suggests  that  4,0UU  business  strikes  plus  6,609  Proofs 
were  minted  Whether  this  Proof  figure  is  correct,  we  have  no  way  of  knowing,  for  it 
is  inordinately  high  for  the  era  However,  specimens  in  Proof-66  grade  are  rarities  today. 


Gem  Proof  1885  Three-Cent  Piece 


26  1885  Nickel  three-cent  piece.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Frosty  devices  charai 

terize  this  piece,  somewhat  suggestive  of  a  business  strike.  Scarce 
in  all  grades. 

This  coin,  while  attributed  as  a  Proof  and  probably  issued  as  one,  appears  to  have 
more  characteristics  of  a  business  strike  than  of  a  Proof.  As  only  1,000  business  strikes 
were  minted,  this  is  not  a  disadvantage! 


Gem  Proof  1883  Three-Cent  Piece 


22  1883  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Golden  and  iridescent  toning. 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1884  Three-Cent  Piece 


23  1884  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Delicate  gold  toning.  A  superb  example. 

Of  the  1884  nickel  three-cent  piece  just  5,642  were  struck,  including  3,942  Proofs.  The 
coin  is  and  always  has  been  a  key  date  in  the  series. 


Superb  Gem  1886  Three-Cent  Piece 


27  1886  Proof-66  (NGC).  Frosted  devices  are  set  against  semiprooflike 

fields.  A  nice  example  of  a  Proof-only  date. 

The  1866  is  one  of  just  three  Proof-only  issues  in  the  series  (the  other  two  are  the  1877 
and  1878).  Mint  records  show  that  just  4,290  were  made,  all  Proofs. 

Gem  Proof  1886  Three-Cent  Piece 


28  1886  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant  little  cameo. 


Gem  Proof  1884  Three-Cent  Piece 


24  1884  Proof-65  (NGC).  Reflective  surfaces  with  attractive  gold  and 

violet  toning. 

Superb  Gem  1885  Three-Cent  Piece 


25  1885  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  cameo  coin  with  a  splash  of  golden  ton¬ 

ing.  Few  equivalent  specimens  exist. 

Die  1HHS  nickel  three-cent  piece  is  one  of  the  scarcer  issues  in  the  series,  lust  3,790 
Proofs  plus  1.000  business  strikes  were  produced 


Undervalued  1887  Three-Cent  Piece 


29  1887  Nickel  three-cent  piece.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  specimen 

with  frosty  devices  set  against  mirrorlike  fields. 

Mint  records  state  that  2,960  Proof  nickel  three-cent  pieces  were  minted  hearing  the 
date  1887  However,  the  production  was  divided  among  two  varieties  the  1887  " Perfect 
Date,"  as  offered  here,  and  the  Overdate,  1887/6.  It  has  been  our  experience  that  the  Over¬ 
dates  are  about  twice  as  plentiful  as  the  Perfect  Dates,  leading  us  to  suggest  that  perhaps 
about  1,000  Perfect  Dates  were  minted  as  opposed  to  2,000  Overdates  In  anv  event,  the 
Perfect  Date  certainly  ranks  as  the  rarest  Proof  issue  after  1877,  although  catalogue  values 
do  not  at  all  reflect  this. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1888  Three-Cent  Piece 

30  1888  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Light  amber  toning.  A  little  cameo. 

The  penultimate  date  in  the  nickel  three-cent  series,  this  issue  was  pnxJuced  to  the 
extent  of  41,083  pieces,  of  which  4,582  were  Proofs  F*nv  survivors  today  can  match  the 
quality  of  the  piece  offered  here. 
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Gem  Proof  1888  Three-Cent  Piece 


Gem  Proof  1872  Nickel 


Gem  Uncirculated  1888  Three-Cent  Piece 


32  1888  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sharp  business  strike  with  satiny  lustre  cov¬ 

ered  with  light  golden  toning.  A  very  attractive  and  quite  scarce 
item. 

Superb  Gem  1889  Three-Cent  Piece 


36  1872  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Doubled  Obverse  Die  variety.  Very  sharply 

struck  with  rich  golden  gray  toning  on  both  surfaces.  The  fields 
have  a  texture  intermediate  between  mirrorlike  and  satiny  as  is  the 
case  with  so  many  nickel  five-cent  Proofs  of  the  period. 

This  is  the  doubled  die  variety  illustrated  in  Walter  Breen's  Ency¬ 
clopedia  on  page  250,  where  it  is  described  as  being  very  scarce.  The 
doubling  is  most  marked  on  the  shield,  especially  on  the  annulet 
beneath  the  cross.  Many  of  the  leaves  in  the  wreath  also  show  con¬ 
spicuous  doubling.  Very  probably  one  of  the  finest  known  exam¬ 
ples  of  the  variety. 

Curiously,  examples  having  a  Doubled  Obverse  die  are  known  in  both  the  Proof  and 
business  strike  formats. 


Exceptional  Proof  1873  5c 


33  1889  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  cameo  with  highly  reflective  sur¬ 

faces,  one  of  the  nicest  pieces  in  the  present  offering. 

1889  was  the  last  issue  in  the  nickel  three-cent  series.  Just  3,436  Proofs  were  struck 
from  a  total  mintage  of  21,561  coins. 

The  nickel  three-cent  piece,  begun  in  1865  in  order  to  introduce  coins  into  circulation 
at  a  time  in  which  silver  was  not  being  distributed  by  the  Treasury,  was  made  continu¬ 
ously  for  over  two  decades  thereafter,  culminating  in  1889.  Relatively  few  were  made 
after  1873,  when  silver  coins  were  again  put  into  circulation  by  the  Treasury  Department. 
After  that  point  there  was  little  demand  for  them. 


37  1873  Closed  3.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  The  motifs  are  sharp,  and  the  fields 

are  satiny.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  just  a  whisper  of  delicate  cham¬ 
pagne  iridescence.  Here  is  prize  suitable  for  a  gem-quality  type  set 
of  19th-century  Proof  issues. 

The  earliest  strikings  of  1873  nickels  had  a  closed  3  in  the  date  which  upon  casual  ex¬ 
amination  was  easily  mistaken  for  an  8.  To  correct  this  subsequent  dies  were  prepared 
using  an  open  3  logotype.  The  Closed  3  and  Open  3  varieties  can  be  easily  distinguished. 
The  differences  were  first  publicized  by  Mr.  Harry  X  Boosel. 


Gem  Proof  1889  Three-Cent  Piece 


34  1889  Proof-65  (NGC).  Mixed  gold  and  electric  blue  toning. 


SHIELD  NICKELS 


Rare  Proof-Only  1877  Nickel 


38  1877  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  golden  toning.  Here  is  the 

"key"  issue  in  the  Shield  nickel  series  with  a  reported  mintage  of 
just  510  pieces,  the  smallest  production  figure  of  any  regular  nickel 
five-cent  issue  from  1866  to  date. 

In  the  entire  nickel  five-cent  piece  series  from  1966  to  date,  just  two  issues,  the  1877 
and  1878,  were  not  produced  in  business  strike  form  for  regular  circulation  Thus,  the 
only  specimens  available  to  collectors  are  from  the  relatively  small  number  of  Proofs  sold 
in  the  years  indicated. 


Superb  Proof  1871  5c 


35  1871  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  superb,  sharply  struck  example  having  deli¬ 

cate  champagne  toning  on  the  obverse  and  a  whisper  of  heather 
iridescence  on  the  reverse. 

Several  different  denominations  of  1871-dated  coins  are  found  with  two  different  date 
logotypes;  on  one  type  the  numerals  71  almost  touch,  and  on  the  other,  the  71  are  spaced 
apart.  On  nickel  five-cent  pieces  of  1871,  all  known  examples  have  the  logotype  with 
the  71  almost  touching. 
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Superb  1879  8  Shield  5c 


39  1879  8  Overdate  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  simply  magnificent  example 

of  this  popular  variety.  All  design  details  are  sharp  and  frosty,  and 
the  surfaces  glow  with  a  faint  nuance  of  golden  coloration.  Here 
is  coin  certain  to  delight  the  perfectionist  and  connoisseur. 

Walter  Breen  report*  that  the  variety  forms  just  a  small  minority  of  the  Proofs  issued 
during  the  year 


Exquisite  1880  Shield  5c 


43  1880  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Blushes  of  golden  iridescence  enhance  the 

immaculate  fields  and  frosty  design  elements.  This  is  one  of  the 
finest  1880  nickels  we  have  had  the  pleasure  to  examine  in  recent 
times,  and  doubt  that  more  than  just  a  few  others  could  match  its 
high  technical  grade  and  exceptional  eye  appeal. 

The  second  8  in  the  dale  was  first  punched  too  low  and  then  corrected  This  is  de¬ 
scribed  by  Walter  Breen  in  his  Enq/clopedia  as  the  "Dropped  8"  variety 


Gem  1879/8  Nickel 


40  1879  8  Overdate.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Another  splendid  specimen.  The 

surfaces  are  warm  golden  gray,  and  almost  all  of  the  design  fea¬ 
tures  are  about  as  bold  as  could  be  desired. 

the  1879(8  is  one  o<  |ust  two  overdate  Shield  nickel  varieties  to  be  listed  m  the  Guide  Book. 


Superlative  1879  5c 


41  1879  Normal  Date.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  on  im¬ 

maculate  surfaces.  The  strike  is  superb  with  virtually  all  details 
sharply  and  deeply  rendered.  It  seems  likely  that  no  more  than 
just  a  small  minority  of  the  surviving  population  of  Proof  1879 
nickels  could  match  the  quality  offered  here. 


Quality  1879  Shield  5c 


42  1879  Proof-65  (PCGS).  An  impressive  sharply-struck  gem  example 

exhibiting  |ust  a  whisper  of  champagne  iridescence.  Such  outstand¬ 
ing  quality  is  not  encountered  often. 


Gem  Proof  1880  Nickel 


44  1880  Proof-65  (NGC).  Very  sharply  struck  with  appealing  golden 

gray  toning.  The  fields  are  intermediate  in  texture  between  satiny 
and  mirrorlike.  The  1880  nickel  a  remarkably  low  mintage  of  19,955 
pieces,  and  gem-quality  survivors  are  always  in  heavy  demand. 

The  1880  nickel  has  the  third  lowest  mintage  in  the  Shield  nickel  series,  directly  be¬ 
hind  the  Proof-only  1877  and  1878  issues. 


Blazing  Proof  1881  Shield  5c 


45  1881  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  pale  heather  toning.  Very  sharply 

struck.  The  obverse  field  is  remarkably  reflective,  and  contrasts 
nicely  with  the  frosty  design  elements.  Although  3,575  Proofs  were 
coined  during  the  year,  it  is  doubtful  that  more  than  a  handful  have 
survived  this  nicely  preserved. 


Lovely  Proof  1881  Nickel 


1881  Proof-65  (NGC).  Boldly  struck  and  attractive.  The  surfaces  are 
immaculate  and  come  close  to  perfection.  Here  is  coin  worth  care¬ 
ful  consideration  from  the  numismatist  who  appreciates  gem-qualitv 
Wth-centurv  issues. 


46 
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Premier  Proof  1882  Shield  5c 


47  1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Rich  golden  gray  iridescence  with  delicate 

lilac  highlights.  The  devices  are  sharp,  and  the  fields  are  smooth 
and  satiny.  A  prize  for  the  numismatic  perfectionist. 

1882  has  the  lowest  Proof  mintage  of  any  Shield  nickel  coined  in  the  1880s. 


Gem  Proof  1882  Nickel 


48  1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Warm  pearl  gray  toning  in  the  central  areas 

changes  to  a  vivid  golden  shade  at  the  extreme  rims.  Almost  all 
design  features  are  as  sharp  as  could  be  desired. 


Exceptional  Proof  1883  Shield  5c 


49  1883  Shield.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  simply  magnificent  example  hav¬ 

ing  smooth  immaculate  fields,  sharp  frosty  devices,  and  appeal¬ 
ing  golden  gray  coloration.  Virtually  as  nice  as  the  moment  it  came 
from  the  dies. 

1883  is  the  last  year  of  the  Shield  nickel  design  type. 


Magnificent  Proof  1883  Liberty  5c 

Popular  “No  CENTS"  Variety 


51  1883  Liberty.  Without  CENTS.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem, 

vastly  superior  to  the  majority  of  Proof  examples  of  the  date.  All 
design  features  are  clearly  and  deeply  rendered  including  the  radials 
of  the  stars,  the  strands  of  Miss  Liberty's  hair,  and  the  tiniest  de¬ 
tails  of  the  wreath.  The  surfaces  are  virtually  flawless  and  toned 
in  a  delicate  pastel  golden  shade. 

The  1883  Liberty  Nickels  without  CENTS  on  the  reverse  constitutes  an  important  one- 
year  type.  Certain  unscrupulous  individuals  gold  plated  examples  of  the  issue  and  passed 
them  into  circulation  as  $5  gold  pieces.  The  public  outcry  that  ensued  resulted  in  the 
alteration  of  the  reverse  design  to  incorporate  the  word  CENTS. 


Proof  1883  “No  CENTS"  Nickel 


52  1883  Liberty.  Without  CENTS.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Sharp  cameo  mo¬ 

tifs  contrast  beautifully  with  deep  mirror  fields.  The  obverse  is  fully 
brilliant,  the  reverse  has  just  a  faint  whisper  of  champagne  iri¬ 
descence. 


Frosty  MS-65  1883  Nickel 


Gem  Proof-65  Shield  5c 


50  1883  Shield.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Delicate  aureate  iridescence  enhances 

the  sharp  design  elements  and  the  nicely  reflective  fields.  Here  is 
an  ideal  candidate  for  inclusion  in  a  gem-quality  type  set. 


53  1883  Liberty.  Without  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and 

immaculate  with  blushes  of  pleasing  pastel  gold  and  bluish  gray 
iridescence.  Coined  during  the  first  year  of  issue. 


Sharp  1883  Liberty  Nickel 


54  1883  Liberty.  With  CENTS.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  The  fields  are  deeply 

reflective,  and  the  motifs  show  superb  definition.  A  prize  for  the 
connoisseur. 
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Magnificent  Gem  Proof  1884  Nickel 


35  1884  Proot-66  (PCGS).  Virtual  perfection.  Sharply  struck  with  a  nu¬ 

ance  of  beautiful  coppery  golden  toning.  Although  PCGS  has  cer¬ 
tified  nearly  400  submissions  of  Proof  1884  nickels,  only  18  have 
been  graded  Proof-66,  according  to  their  February  1990  Population 
Report. 


Attractive  1887  Liberty  5c 


59  1887  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  having  frosty  motifs,  blaz 

ing  mirror  fields,  and  beautiful  rich  toning.  Here  is  an  exceptional 
coin  from  the  dual  perspectives  of  technical  grade  and  aesthetic- 
appeal. 

Gem  Proof  1890  Nickel 


Gem  Proof  1884  5c 


56  1884  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Warm  golden  gray  toning  in  the  central  areas 

changes  to  a  delightful  copper  red  shade  near  the  rims.  Here  is 
a  coin  certain  to  delight  the  collector  w  ho  appreciates  pieces  hav¬ 
ing  superb  aesthetic  appeal. 


60  1890  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Delightfully  toned  in  warm  intermingled 

hues  of  gray  and  gold.  The  radials  of  the  stars  are  clear,  and  all 
of  Miss  Liberty's  hair  features  are  distinct.  High-quality  Proofs  of 
the  date  are  encountered  far  less  frequently  that  the  mintage  of  2,740 
pieces  would  indicate. 

Appealing  Proof  1891  5c 


Key  Proof  1885  5c 


57  1885  Proof-65  (NCG).  The  deep  mirror  fields  contrast  beautifully 

with  satiny  devices.  Virtually  all  design  features  show  bold  defini¬ 
tion  save  for  two  or  three  of  the  obverse  stars. 

The  1885  nickel  is  the  most  elusive  issue  among  the  regular  dates  in  the  Liberty  Head 
nickel  senes  Gem  Proof  examples  always  command  strong  premiums. 


Gem  Proof  1886  Nickel 


58  1886  Proof-65  (NGO.  Largely  brilliant  with  some  appealing  blushes 

of  vivid  golden  iridescence.  The  fields  on  both  the  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  are  nicely  reflective. 

Thr  1WS  nickel  is  *  scarce  issue  which  is  desirable  in  all  states  of  preservation  Gem- 
quality  examples  are  on  the  want  lists  of  many  advanced  nickel  specialists 


61  1891  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  bold  strike  with  virtually  all  design  de¬ 

tails  showing  to  full  advantage.  Appealing  coppery  orange  irides¬ 
cence  enhances  both  surfaces. 


Superb  Proof  1892  5c 


62  1892  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  example.  Almost  all  the  de¬ 

sign  features  are  sharply  rendered  including  the  divisions  within 
the  stars,  and  the  floral  elements  in  the  wreath.  By  far  nicer  than 
the  majority  of  examples  encountered. 


Attractive  Proof  1898  Nickel 


63  1898  Proof-65  (NGC).  The  blazing  mirror  fields  beautifullv  com 

plement  the  sharp  frosty  motifs.  Toned  faintly  in  varied  blue  and 
heather  shades.  Examples  of  1898  nickels  this  nicely  preserved  are 
not  often  encountered 

Thr  18**8  iMUf  ha*  the  iowwf  I’nnif  mintagr  any  nn  krl  pnnlthftl  in  iKc  I'Wk 
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Blazing  Proof-65  1900  Nickel 


Gem  Proof  1905  5c 


64  1900  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Fully  and  deeply  struck  with  virtually  all 

design  features  defined  as  sharply  as  could  be  desired.  Both  sur¬ 
faces  display  rich  coppery  golden  coloration.  Here  is  a  selection 
certain  to  favorably  impress  the  knowledgeable  connoisseur. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1901  Nickel 


65  1901  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  simply  superlative  specimen  which  is 

about  as  nice  any  collector  could  expect  to  find,  even  after  years 
of  searching.  The  devices  are  bold  and  satiny,  and  the  fields  are 
blazing  mirrors.  Although  more  than  200  Proof  examples  of  the  date 
have  been  certified  by  PCGS,  only  12  have  been  graded  by  them 
as  Proof-66,  with  just  one  example  in  a  higher  grade  according  to 
the  February  1990  issue  of  the  PCGS  Population  Report. 


Gem  Proof  1901  Nickel 


66  1901  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  beautifully  complements 

the  razor-sharp  motifs  and  mirror  fields.  Miss  Liberty's  head  is 
frosty,  a  notable  feature  since  many  Proof  examples  of  the  date  have 
"semibrilliant"  devices  as  appear  predominantly  in  1902  and  later 
years. 

Outstanding  Proof  1902  Liberty  5c 


68  1905  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  attractive  with  a  pleas¬ 

ing  nuance  of  golden  toning.  Only  a  small  minority  of  those  origi¬ 
nally  issued  survive  in  a  state  of  preservation  this  close  to  perfection. 


Gem  Proof  1906  Nickel 


69  1906  Proof-65  (NGC).  The  devices  are  boldly  rendered  and  satiny, 

the  fields  are  fiery  mirrors.  Pleasing  aureate  iridescence  enhances 
both  the  obverse  and  reverse.  Only  1,725  Proof  examples  were  pro¬ 
duced,  one  of  the  smallest  Proof  mintages  in  the  Liberty  Head 
series. 


Gem  Proof  1908  5c 


70  1908  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Largely  brilliant  with  just  the  faintest  pos¬ 

sible  suggestion  of  champagne  coloration.  Outstanding  quality.  1908 
is  remarkable  for  having  the  second  lowest  Proof  mintage  of  any 
issue  in  the  Liberty  Nickel  series.  Only  1,620  examples  were  coined. 

Superlative  Gem  Proof  1909  Liberty  5c 


71  1909  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  having  sharp  frosty  motifs, 

and  smooth  immaculate  fields.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  that  another 
example  could  be  found  that  comes  closer  to  perfection.  Here  is 
an  excellent  selection  for  the  numismatist  assembling  the  ultimate 
type  set  of  20th-century  Proof  coinage. 


67  1902  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Largely  brilliant  with  some  splashes  of  vivid 

golden  iridescence  on  the  reverse.  The  radials  of  the  stars  are  all 
visible  and  the  other  design  features  are  all  boldly  pronounced. 

Beginning  in  1901  and  continuing  for  several  years,  the  Mint  only  occasionally  pro¬ 
duced  Proof  Liberty  nickels  with  frosty  motifs  In  the  years  subsequent  to  1901  the  devices 
have  what  Walter  Breen  describes  as  a  ''semibrilliant  finish." 


Rare  Coin  Review  No  7H 


Lovely  Proof  1909  Nickel 


1909  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  coppery  golden  toning  nicely  com¬ 
plements  the  sharp  frosty  design  elements  and  the  smooth  reflec¬ 
tive  fields.  Superb  eye  appeal! 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1910  5c 


73  1910  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  simply  superb  example  exhibiting  sharp 

frosty  devices,  smooth  mirror  fields,  and  warm  golden  toning.  It 
is  unlikely  that  the  collector  could  find  an  equal  example  without 
a  long  and  arduous  search. 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1911  Nickel 


74  1911  Proof-66  (NGO.  The  frosty  Liberty  Head  device  contrasts  beau¬ 

tifully  with  the  smooth  deep  mirror  field.  Both  the  obverse  and 
reverse  display  appealing  golden  gray  iridescence.  Examples  of  such 
outstanding  quality  are  not  encountered  often,  and  always  com¬ 
mand  strong  premiums  when  available. 

Only  1,733  Proofs  were  issued  during  the  year,  one  of  the  lowest  Proof  mintages  in 
the  Liberty  nickel  series 


Gem  Proof  1912  Nickel 


75  1912  Proof-65  (NGO.  A  lovely  example  having  sharply  struck 

devices,  nicely  reflective  fields,  and  deep  golden  toning.  Here  is 
a  coin  outstanding  from  both  the  technical  and  aesthetic  per¬ 
spectives. 

This  is  the  last  year  that  regular  issue  Liberty  Head  nickels  were  produced  It  is  also 
>he  last  y.ir  that  Pr<  h  4  nickels  with  mirror  fields  were  issued  until  1936.  Beginning  in 
1913  and  continuing  through  to  t916,  all  Proof  nickels  were  coined  with  matte  finishes. 


Frosty  "Type  I"  1913  Buffalo  5c 


76  1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  warm 

golden  gray  toning.  The  buffalo's  head  and  shoulder  are  very 
sharply  defined. 

Type  1  Buffalo  nickels  were  coined  in  1913  only,  and  as  a  result  are  eagerly  sought  by 
type  collectors  as  well  as  Buffalo  nickel  enthusiasts. 

Gem  "Type  II"  1913  Buffalo  5c 


77  1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Warm  golden  toning  en¬ 

hances  the  smooth  lustrous  surfaces.  1913  "Type  II"  Buffalo  nickels 
are  available  in  gem  condition  far  less  frequently  than  the  "Type 
I"  variety. 

Shortly  after  the  mintage  of  "Type  I"  Buffalo  nickels  commenced  in  1913,  it  was  real¬ 
ized  that  the  reverse  would  have  to  be  modified  to  prevent  the  words  FIVE  CENTS  from 
wearing  away  very  quickly  To  accomplish  this,  part  of  the  raised  ground  beneath  the 
buffalo  was  replaced  with  a  recess  within  which  FIVE  CENTS  could  be  better  protected 
from  the  effects  of  circulation. 


Uncirculated  1918/7-D  5c  Rarity 


PCGS-Certified  MS-63 


78  1918/7-D  Overdate.  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  impressive  example  of  this 

important  key  variety.  The  surfaces  are  smooth  and  lustrous,  with 
just  a  faint  suggestion  of  delicate  golden  iridescence.  The  overdate 
feature  is  sharply  defined  PCGS  has  certified  just  four  submis¬ 
sions  of  1918/7-D  Overdate  nickels  as  MS-63,  and  just  one  other 
as  MS-64,  with  none  in  higher  grades.  Walter  Breen  writes  in  his 
Encyclopedia  that  possibly  six  Uncirculated  examples  survive,  and 
he  provides  a  listing  of  those  specimens  that  have  come  to  his  at 
tention.  Although  there  are  thousands  of  collectors  who  endeavour 
to  assemble  quality  sets  of  Buffalo  nickels,  onlv  a  few  can  ever  hope 
to  acquire  an  1918/7-D  in  this  lofty  state  of  preservation.  Here  is 
a  prize  certain  to  delight  the  advanced  specialist 

It  is  thought  that  the  1918/7  Ovrrdate  variety  wis  created  when  nhrrv  dir*  were  hr 
»ng  prepared  for  both  1917-dated  and  |91R-dated  mue*  It  i*  likrh  that  a  Hank  die  wa« 
Writ  imprenvd  with  the  1917-dated  obverse  hub.  then  removed  f*»r  annealing  of  •onw 
other  treatment,  and  then  accidently  impressed  with  the  1^18  dated  huh  with  the  remit 
that  both  the  7  and  8  could  hr  clearly  «een  in  the  place  of  the  final  digit 
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HALF  DIMES 

Choice  1829  Half  Dime 


79  1829  Valentine-2.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pleasing  golden  gray  toning  with 

delicate  lilac  highlights.  Miss  Liberty's  hair  details  are  sharp;  the 
features  of  the  eagle's  plumage  and  claws  are  distinct.  On  the  ob¬ 
verse  the  seventh  star  points  to  the  junction  of  Miss  Liberty's  curl 
and  hair  band,  and  the  ball  on  the  tail  of  the  9  is  doubled.  On  the 
reverse  the  stripes  in  the  eagle's  shield  consist  of  three  lines  each. 

The  die  state  of  the  reverse  is  advanced  and  unlisted  in  Jules  Reiver's  Variety  Identifica¬ 
tion  Manual.  A  sharp  crack  extends  abruptly  from  the  rim  at  8:30,  passes  through  the 
tops  of  the  letters  IT  in  UNITED,  and  then  returns  directly  to  the  rim  at  9:00. 

Uncirculated  1830  Half  Dime 


80  1830  V-7.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  warmly  toned  in  pleas¬ 

ing  intermingled  hues  of  coppery  gold  and  bluish  gray.  On  this 
variety  the  8  in  the  date  shows  slight  doubling,  and  on  the  reverse 
the  M  in  AMERICA  appears  to  be  double  punched,  a  feature  un¬ 
recorded  by  either  Daniel  Valentine  or  Jules  Reiver  in  their  respec¬ 
tive  half  dime  monographs. 

There  are  13  recorded  die  varieties  of  1830  half  dimes.  Assembling  a  complete  set  is 
a  challenging  task  because  several  of  the  varieties  are  very  elusive. 

Attractive  1831  Half  Dime 


81  1831  V-7.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  frosty  with  rich  golden 

gray  toning  exhibited  on  both  surfaces.  The  second  1  in  the  date 
is  situated  beneath  the  left  side  of  Miss  Liberty's  curl,  and  Liberty's 
eye  has  no  pupil.  On  the  reverse  the  S  is  positioned  almost  en¬ 
tirely  beneath  the  second  S  in  STATES,  a  diagnostic  feature  of  the 
variety. 

The  die  state  is  intermediate  between  V-7a  and  V-7b  as  listed  in  Jules  Reiver's  half  dime 
monograph.  The  second  and  third  stars  are  connected  by  a  die  crack,  but  none  of  the 
others  are  so  connected. 

High-Grade  1832  Half  Dime 


Impressive  1834  Half  Dime 


83  1834  V-4.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  the  radials  of  all  the 

stars  visible.  The  plumage  and  claw  details  on  the  reverse  are  boldly 
pronounced.  Both  surfaces  are  frosty  with  deep,  intermingled  cop¬ 
pery  gold  and  gunmetal-blue  coloration.  The  obverse  can  be  recog¬ 
nized  by  the  presence  of  a  bisecting  crack  which  passes  from  the 
rim  and  through  Miss  Liberty's  bust,  cheek,  and  cap  to  the  rim 
again  at  1:00.  Although  not  a  particularly  rare  variety  overall,  high- 
grade  survivors  are  not  often  encountered. 


DIMES 


Choice  Uncirculated  1807  Dime 


84  1807  John  Reich-1.  MS-63  (NGC).  A  delightful,  lustrous  exam¬ 

ple  coined  during  the  final  year  of  the  Draped  Bust  Heraldic  Ea¬ 
gle  design  type.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  warm  gray  toning  with  deli¬ 
cate  blue  and  golden  highlights.  Most  of  Miss  Liberty's  hair  strands 
are  boldly  defined,  and  the  eagle  has  full  breast  feathers.  Here 
is  a  superb  selection  for  the  numismatist  assembling  an  outstand¬ 
ing  type  set  of  early  19th-century  issues. 

Only  one  die  variety  has  been  described  for  the  year,  and  just  a  small  handful  of 
examples  have  been  certified  as  MS-60  or  better. 


82  1832  V-9.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Warm  golden  toning  nicely  complements 

the  lustrous  surfaces.  Miss  Liberty's  hair  features  are  clear,  and  ea¬ 
gle's  plumage  and  claws  are  sharp  and  distinct.  Here  is  half  dime 
suitable  for  inclusion  in  either  a  high-quality  die  variety  collection 
or  an  impressive  type  set  of  19th-century  issues. 
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Gem  Proof  1875  Dime 


85  1875  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  having  sharp  frosty 

devices  and  smooth  reflective  fields.  Both  the  obverse  and  reverse 
display  light  golden  toning  with  blushes  and  splashes  of  electric 
blue  and  pale  lilac. 


Beautiful  Proof-65  1882  Dime 


86  1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  strike  with  virtually  all  design 

features  defined  to  full  advantage.  The  motifs  are  frosty  and  con¬ 
trast  beautifully  with  the  deep  mirror  fields.  Light  champagne 
toning  in  the  central  areas  deepens  to  an  appealing  rich  golden 
shade  at  the  rims.  Here  is  a  piece  certain  to  appeal  to  the  numis¬ 
matist  who  desires  exceptionally  well  preserved  specimens  with 
exceptional  eye  appeal. 

Although  1,100  Proofs  were  minted,  it  is  reported  that  some  were  later  melted  as 
unsold. 


Impressive  1883  Proof  Dime 


87  1883  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Very  sharp  and  nicely  toned  in  appealing 

shades  of  blue,  gold,  and  maroon  with  the  different  colors  ar¬ 
rayed  in  concentric  patterns.  Only  a  tiny  proportion  of  the  1883 
Proof  mintage  has  been  certified  as  Proof-65  or  better.  We  expect 
much  interest  in  this  specimen. 

As  was  the  case  with  the  1882  dime  in  the  preceding  listing,  it  is  reported  that  some 
of  the  Proofs  of  1883  were  melted  down  in  the  following  year  as  unsold. 


Brilliant  Proof-65  1886  Dime 


88  1886  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Largely  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of 

champagne  iridescence  at  the  obverse  rim.  The  frosty  cameo 
devices  contrast  sharply  with  the  deep  mirror  fields.  All  design 
features  are  boldly  delineated  1886  is  one  of  the  scarcer  dates 
of  the  188f)s  in  gem  Proof  condition. 


Low-Mintage  1890  Proof  Dime 


89  1890  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  example  warmly  toned  in  in¬ 

termingled  hues  of  coppery  gold,  violet,  and  electric  blue,  the 
design  elements  are  boldly  defined,  and  the  fields  are  nicely  reflec¬ 
tive.  Worth  serious  consideration  from  the  advanced  specialist. 

A  mere  590  Proofs  were  coined  during  the  year,  the  lowest  Proof  mintage  of  any 
Proof  Liberty  Seated  dime  issued  subsequent  to  1877 


Gem  Proof  1894  Barber  10c 


90  1894  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  superb  strike  having  frosty  motifs  and 

deep  mirror  fields.  Attractively  toned  in  intermingled  hues  of  gold, 
heather,  and  blue.  Survivors  are  not  often  encountered  in  this 
lofty  state  of  preservation. 


Superlative  Gem  1896  Dime 


91  1896  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  simply  magnificent  example  which  ap¬ 

proaches  perfection  both  technically  and  aesthetically.  The  mo¬ 
tifs  are  smooth  and  frosty,  and  the  fields  are  blazing  mirrors.  Both 
surfaces  exhibit  exquisite  shades  of  heather  and  electric  blue. 
Barber  dimes  of  such  exceptional  quality  are  not  often  available. 
Here  is  a  piece  certain  to  delight  the  numismatic  connoisseur. 


Magnificent  Gem  1905  Dime 


92  1905  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Virtual  perfection  The  motifs  are  exceed¬ 

ingly  sharp,  and  the  fields  are  smooth  mirrors.  The  obverse  has 
rich  golden  toning  with  traces  of  maroon  and  electric  blue  at  the 
periphery.  The  reverse  exhibits  deep  bluish  gray  iridescence  lust 
727  Proofs  were  minted,  and  of  these  only  a  tiny  proportion  have 
been  certified  as  Proof-66.  A  prize  for  the  collector  who  desires 
the  finest  quality  available 
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Gem  Proof-65  1905  Dime 


93  1905  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Largely  brilliant  with  just  the  faintest  pos¬ 

sible  nuance  of  champagne  iridescence.  The  motifs  are  sharp  and 
frosty,  and  contrast  beautifully  with  the  fiery  mirror  fields,  an  un¬ 
usual  feature  since  most  proof  Barber  dimes  coined  after  1901  have 
"semibrilliant"  devices. 

The  5  in  the  date  shows  traces  of  doubling.  Walter  Breen  reports  that  the  variety 
constitutes  a  minority  of  the  Proofs  coined  during  the  year. 


Gem  Proof  1942  Mercury  10c 


95  1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Blushes  and  splashes  of  light  golden  gray 

toning  enhance  the  largely  brilliant  surfaces. 

Proof  Mercury  dimes  were  coined  for  the  last  time  in  1942.  The  production  of  Proof 
dimes  was  not  resumed  again  until  1950. 


Attractive  1913  Proof  10c 


94  1913  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  example.  Sharply  struck  and 

warmly  toned  in  gold,  lilac,  and  sea  green  shades.  The  blazing 
mirror  fields  contrast  very  nicely  with  the  satiny  motifs.  Here  is 
one  of  the  finest  1913  dimes  we  can  recall  having  examined  in 
recent  times. 

During  the  last  decade  of  Charles  Barber's  Liberty  Head  design  type.  Proof  min¬ 
tages  dropped  considerably  from  earlier  years.  In  1913  just  622  Proofs  were  minted. 
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QUARTER  DOLLARS _ 


Gem  Prooflike  1796  Quarter  Dollar 

NGC-Certified  MS-64 


96  1796  Browning-2a.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  beautiful  example  of  this 

popular  issue,  and  indeed  one  of  the  very  nicest  certified  bv  NGC. 
This  superb  coin  was  sold  in  our  Norweb  Collection  sale,  where 
it  was  described  as  follows: 

Exceedingly  sharply  struck  on  obverse  and  reverse,  includ¬ 
ing  the  eagle's  head  (only  a  fraction  of  the  surviving  1796 
quarters  have  this  feature  sharply  struck),  the  eagle's  wing 
feathers,  etc.,  with  the  denticles  being  especially  promi¬ 
nent  and,  in  effect,  framing  the  obverse,  giving  the  coin 
a  cameolike  appearance.  The  piece  has  a  full  Proof  sur¬ 
face  on  the  obverse  and  reverse,  without  exception,  includ¬ 
ing  among  the  letters,  beneath  and  above  the  wings,  and 
among  the  star  points.  Under  magnification,  some  minor 
planchet  ad|ustment  marks  can  be  seen  at  the  center  of 
the  reverse  Attractive  medium  gray,  blue,  and  golden  iri¬ 
descent  toning  characterizes  the  specimen  and  highlights 
its  beauty  This  is  quite  possibly  a  presentation  coin,  of 
the  type  which  years  ago  used  to  be  called  Proof,  struck, 
as  Walter  Breen  suggests,  at  the  beginning  of  coinage  of 
the  denomination  on  April  9,  17%. 

In  his  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Proof  Coin s, 
Walter  Breen  discusses  this  issue,  noting  that  he  knows 
of  about  seven  which  have  "presentation  piece  status."  Un¬ 
like  the  presently-offered  coin,  apparently  a  number  of 
those  have  the  eagle's  head  flatly  struck,  for  he  notes: 


"The  weakness  at  eagle's  head  is  characteristic  of  the  de¬ 
sign  and  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  imperfect  striking;  the 
eagle's  head  was  opposite  Liberty's  shoulder,  the  highest 
relief  part  of  the  obverse  design,  and  only  on  coins  struck 
more  than  once  (I  have  seen  three  which  might  have  quali¬ 
fied  as  such)  are  with  dies  aligned  at  a  different  angle,  with 
eagle's  head  showing  up  plainly  (eye  as  well  as  beak  de¬ 
tails).  Occasion  for  presentation  pieces:  Beginning  of  coin¬ 
age,  April  9,  1796." 

Here  is  offered  one  of  the  finest  known  examples  of  this 
great  American  classic.  Not  only  are  the  grade  and  aes¬ 
thetic  appearance  of  an  exceptionally  high  degree,  but  the 
sharpness  of  striking  of  the  eagle's  head  must,  for  this  va¬ 
riety,  be  considered  exceedingly  important,  for  only  a  few 
known  examples  show  this  characteristic.  The  Guide  Book 
plate  coin,  for  example,  has  a  flatly  struck  head. 

The  desirability  of  the  17%  quarter  is  two-fold.  First,  it 
is  a  low-mintage  example  which  on  its  own  right  is  a  scar¬ 
city  in  the  quarter  dollar  series.  Just  6,146  were  minted 
More  important  as  an  aspect  of  today's  market  value,  the 
17%  quarter  represents  the  only  year  featuring  the  Draped 
Bust  obverse  design  in  combination  with  the  Small  Eagle 
reverse  Thus,  acquiring  a  specimen  is  absolutely  essen 
tial  for  the  completion  of  a  United  States  type  set 
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Impressive  1796  Quarter 


97  1796  Browning-2.  EFMS  (NGC).  Nicely  toned  in  pastel  shades  of 

coppery  gold  and  lilac-gray.  Most  of  Miss  Liberty's  hair  strands 
are  fully  delineated  except  for  two  or  three  behind  her  temple 
and  another  two  or  three  at  the  back  of  her  head.  Most  of  the 
eagle's  wing  and  tail  feathers  are  clear  and  sharp.  Both  the  ob¬ 
verse  and  reverse  are  well  centered  with  complete  dentilation. 
Close  examination  reveals  some  faint,  mint-caused  adjustment 
marks  on  the  reverse.  Here  is  a  selection  ideal  for  the  advanced 
quarter  dollar  specialist  and  type  set  collector  alike. 

The  1796  quarter  dollar  ranks  as  one  of  the  most  popular  issues  in  American  numis¬ 
matics  for  a  number  of  different  reasons.  First,  1796  is  the  earliest  date  to  appear  on 
a  U.S.  quarter  dollar.  Second,  it  is  the  only  quarter  dollar  issue  coined  in  the  18th  cen¬ 
tury.  Third,  it  is  the  only  issue  in  which  the  Draped  Bust  type  obverse  was  employed 
in  combination  with  the  Small  Eagle  type  reverse. 


Rare  Gem  Proof  1846  Quarter 

PCGS-Certified  Proof-64 


98  1846  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous,  sharply  struck  example  ex¬ 

hibiting  superb  intermingled  blue  and  heather  hues.  Each  of  the 
obverse  stars  is  fully  formed  with  complete  radial  definition,  Miss 
Liberty's  hair  and  drapery  features  show  to  full  advantage,  and 
the  eagle's  claws  and  feathers  are  about  as  sharp  as  could  be  de¬ 
sired.  The  motifs  on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  are  frosty,  and 
the  fields  are  smooth  mirrors.  Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia  re¬ 
marks  that  there  are  "possibly  12  Proofs  known." 

Prior  to  1858  Proof  silver  coins  were  produced  in  very  small 
quantities.  Today,  astute  numismatists  fully  recognize  the  rarity 
of  the  these  issues,  and  as  a  consequence,  high-quality  survivors 
always  command  tremendous  premiums  when  available. 


Superb  Proof-65  1895  Quarter 


99  1895  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Exquisite  golden  toning  beautifully  en¬ 

hances  the  sharp  frosty  devices  and  the  blazing  deep  mirror  fields. 
Aesthetically  speaking,  the  presently  offered  example  ranks  as 
one  of  the  finest  that  most  numismatists  could  ever  hope  to  find, 
even  after  years  of  searching. 

Only  880  Proof  quarters  were  coined  in  1895,  and  of  these,  just  a  tiny  proportion 
could  match  the  quality  of  the  example  offered  here 
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Lovely  Proof-64  1896  Quarter 


100  1896  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example  displaying  vivid  rain¬ 

bow  iridescence  with  hues  of  coppery  gold,  lilac-gray,  and  blue 
predominating.  Far  nicer  in  terms  of  eye  appeal  than  the  majority 
of  Proof-64  examples  seen. 

The  Proof  mintage  of  762  examples  is  considerably  lower  than  that  of  previous  years 
in  the  Barber  quarter  series. 


Appealing  1903  Proof  25c 


101  1903  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Rich  golden  coloration  beautifully  com¬ 

plements  the  satiny  devices  and  deep  mirror  fields. 


Gem  Proof  1904  Quarter 


102  1904  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Rich  coppery  toning  in  the  central  areas 

changes  to  maroon  and  electric  blue  at  the  borders.  Here  is  a  vis¬ 
ual  feast  sure  to  please  any  numismatist  who  appreciates  early 
20th-century  delicacies. 


Gem  Proof  1905  25c 


103  1903  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  smooth  satiny  devices 

and  deep  mirror  fields.  Toned  in  varied  polychrome  hues  with 
vivid  shades  of  sea  green,  gold,  and  violet  predominating.  Worth 
careful  consideration  from  the  advanced  specialist. 


Superb  Proof  1906  Quarter 


104  1906  Proof-65  (NGC).  Delicate  champagne  iridescence  enhances 

the  sharp  satiny  motifs  and  the  deeply  reflective  fields.  Gem  qual¬ 
ity  Proofs  of  the  date  are  not  often  encountered. 

Only  675  Proof  quarters  were  coined  during  the  year,  a  mintage  figure  considerably 
lower  than  most  of  the  Proof  Barber  quarters  produced  in  previous  years 


Superb  1908  Barber  Quarter 


105  1908  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  faint  misting  of  delicate  golden  gray  iri¬ 

descence  can  be  seen  on  both  surfaces.  Virtually  all  of  the  de¬ 
sign  elements  are  boldly  rendered  except  for  the  eagle's  left  claw. 
A  mere  545  Proofs  were  struck  during  the  year,  and  of  these  only 
five  submissions  have  been  certified  as  Pn>of-66  or  better  bv  PCGS 
according  to  their  February  1990  Population  Report.  Certainly,  this 
example  must  rank  as  one  of  the  finest  known  of  the  date. 
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Exceptional  1908  Proof  25c 


106  1908  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Largely  brilliant  with  just  a  faint  sugges¬ 

tion  of  heather  coloration  on  the  high  points  and  in  the  fields. 
Gem-quality  survivors  of  the  issue  are  very  elusive.  PCGS  has 
certified  just  17  submissions  as  being  Proof-65  or  better;  signifi¬ 
cantly,  for  some  dates  in  the  series,  more  than  50  submissions 
have  been  certified  as  Proof-65  or  better. 


Frosty  1916-D  Barber  25c 


107  1916-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  frosty.  Deeply  toned 

on  intermingled  hues  of  blue,  maroon,  and  gold.  Although  the 
1916-D  quarter  is  not  a  rare  issue  in  Uncirculated  grade,  gem 
MS-65  examples  appear  only  occasionally.  Here  is  a  splendid  can¬ 
didate  for  inclusion  in  a  superb  Denver  Mint  type  set. 

Liberty  Head  quarters  of  the  Barber  design  were  coined  for  the  last  time  in  1916. 


Lovely  1917  "Type  I"  Quarter 


108  1917  Type  I.  MS-65  Full  Head.  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  example 

with  all  design  features  well  defined  including  Miss  Liberty's  head, 
hand,  and  feet.  The  rivets  on  the  shield  are  bold  and  distinct. 
This  example  ranks  as  one  of  the  sharpest  we  have  ever  had  the 
pleasure  to  offer.  Both  surfaces  display  pleasing  even  warm  golden 
gray  iridescence.  Although  PCGS  has  certified  more  than  1,000 
submissions  of  Uncirculated  1917  "Type  I"  Liberty  Standing 
quarters,  only  32  "Full  Head"  examples  have  been  certified  as 
MS-65  or  finer,  according  to  the  February  1990  Population  Report. 
A  prize  for  the  numismatic  perfectionist. 

"Type  I"  1917  quarters  really  constitute  a  one-year  type  since  the  designs  employed 
in  1917  differ  in  many  minor  respects  from  those  of  1916.  Marked  differences  can  be 
seen  in  the  shape  of  Miss  Liberty's  head,  in  the  arrangement  of  leaves  on  the  laurel 
branch,  and  in  the  position  of  the  rivets  on  the  shield. 


Gem  1917  "Type  I"  Quarter 


109  1917  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  nice  Full  Head  example  having  beau¬ 
tiful  coppery  gold  and  lilac-gray  iridescence.  Examples  of  such  out¬ 
standing  quality  are  eagerly  sought  by  quarter  eagle  specialists  and 
type  collectors  alike.  Worth  serious  consideration  from  the  con¬ 
noisseur. 


Extraordinary  1923  Quarter 


110  1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  virtually  flawless.  Toned  in  a  deli¬ 

cate  champagne  shade  with  splashes  of  golden  brown  coloration 
on  the  obverse.  Standing  Liberty  quarters  seldom  appear  in  this 
lofty  state  of  preservation.  We  expect  many  enthusiastic  inquiries 
on  this  specimen. 


Brilliant  Gem  1923  25c 


111  1923  MS-66  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous  and  largely  brilliant  with  just 

a  trace  of  champagne  iridescence.  The  surfaces  are  exceedingly 
smooth,  indeed  virtually  perfect.  Here  is  one  of  the  nicest  1923 
quarters  most  collectors  could  hope  to  find. 


Attractive  MS-65  1923  Quarter 


112  1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  attractive.  Warm  golden  gray  iri¬ 

descence  enhances  both  surfaces. 

We  are  indeed  fortunate  to  be  able  to  present  so  many  gem-quality  Standing  Liberty 
quarters  to  the  attention  of  our  clients.  We  encourage  the  astute  numismatist  to  con¬ 
sider  the  attributes  of  each  piece  carefully  and  to  call  quickly  to  avoid  disappointment. 
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Lustrous  1929  Full  Head  25c 


Desirable  1932-D  Quarter 


113  1929  MS-65  Full  Head.  (PCGS).  A  delightful,  sharply  struck  ex¬ 

ample  The  surfaces  are  frosty  with  just  a  faint  suggestion  of  deli¬ 
cate  heather  iridescence,  and  the  fields  are  exceedingly  smooth. 
Here  is  a  "show  piece"  certain  to  highlight  virtually  any  cabinet 
of  20th-century  quarters. 


Gem  MS-65  1930  Quarter 


114  1930  MS-65  Full  Head.  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  fully  lustrous, 

and  appealingly  toned.  Attractive  in  every  way!  Here  is  superb 
specimen  coined  during  the  final  year  of  the  Standing  Liberty 
design  type. 


115  1932-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  impressive  example  of  this  important 

"key"  issue.  Both  surfaces  have  delicate  lilac-gray  iridescence  with 
splashes  and  wisps  of  coppery  gold. 

A  mere  436,800  1932-D  quarters  were  coined,  and  gem-quality  survivors  have  long 
been  highly  esteemed  by  specialists  in  the  series. 
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Superb  1795  Half  Dollar 

Finest  Ever  Certified  by  PCGS 


116  1795  Overton-130.  Rarity-6.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Nicely  centered  and 

fully  lustrous,  indeed  one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  the  date  that 
we  have  handled  over  the  years.  Both  the  obverse  and  reverse 
are  sharply  struck.  Virtually  all  of  Miss  Liberty's  hair  strands  are 
distinguishable,  including  those  behind  her  temple  and  at  the 
back  of  her  head.  On  the  reverse,  the  eagle's  wing,  tail,  and  neck 
feathers  are  sharp,  and  most  of  the  breast  and  leg  feathers  can 
be  seen.  The  edge  appears  to  have  been  lettered  after  striking, 
a  feature  shared  by  other  examples  of  the  date.  There  are  some 
mint-caused  adjustment  marks  in  the  central  area  of  the  obverse 
as  illustrated. 

Overton-130  is  an  elusive  variety,  listed  as  Rarity-6  by  A1  Over¬ 


ton  in  his  reference  book  on  half  dollars.  On  the  obverse  the  first 
star  pierces  Miss  Liberty's  lowest  curl,  and  the  point  of  the  bust 
is  centered  in  the  crotch  of  the  15th  star.  On  the  reverse,  the  ber¬ 
ries  are  arranged  7  right,  10  left.  A  fine  reverse  die  crack  extends 
from  the  second  S  in  STATES  through  OF  AMER. 

According  to  the  February  1990  Population  Report,  this  is  the  finest 
1795  half  dollar  ever  certified  by  PCGS,  perhaps  more  significantly, 
it  is  the  finest  Flowing  Hair  type  half  dollar  ever  certified  by 
PCGS.  We  have  no  hesitation  in  suggesting  that  the  presently  of¬ 
fered  piece  is  high  in  the  Condition  Census  for  the  variety,  and 
very  possibly  the  finest  known.  Here  is  a  prize  certain  to  enhance 
virtually  any  cabinet  of  early  American  federal  issues. 
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Superb  Gem  1837  Reeded  Edge  50c 


118  1837  MS-65  (PCGS).  Virtual  perfection!  The  surfaces  are  frosty, 

smooth,  and  immaculate.  The  devices  are  sharp.  Each  of  the  ea¬ 
gle's  feathers  are  distinct,  and  Miss  Liberty's  hair  strands  are  boldly 
rendered.  Both  surfaces  have  beautiful  coppery  gold  and  lilac  col¬ 
oration. 

The  presently  offered  example  ranks  with  the  finest  that  we  have 
seen  over  the  years,  and  it  is  unlikely  that  another  will  come  along 
in  the  near  future  that  can  match  this  either  technically  or  aes¬ 
thetically. 

Reeded  edge  Capped  Bust  half  dollars  with  the  denomination  styled  'SO  CENTS," 
were  coined  in  the  years  1836  and  1837  only  Gem  examples  are  offered  only  occasion 
ally  and  are  eagerly  sought  by  half  dollar  specialists  and  type  collectors  alike 


Rare  1836  Reeded  Edge  50c 

PCGS-Certified  Proof-62 


117  1836  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Lovely  heather  gray  iridescence  enhances 

the  frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields.  The  central  devices  are  sharp 
with  virtually  all  of  Miss  Liberty's  hair  strands  well  defined.  The 
folds  of  fabric  in  her  cap  and  drapery  are  clear  and  distinct.  On 
the  reverse  most  of  the  eagle's  plumage  details  are  bold. 

Reeded  edge  1836  half  dollars  are  rare  in  the  Proof  format.  Only 
three  submissions  grading  Proof-60  or  finer  have  been  certified 
by  PCGS  according  to  the  February  1990  Population  Report,  and 
it  is  possible  that  no  more  than  12  Proof  strikings  exist.  Here  is 
a  great  opportunity  for  the  collector  who  appreciates  important 
19th-century  rarities. 

Walter  Breen  in  his  monograph  on  Proof  coins  quotes  a  letter  that  accompanied  10 
specimens '  sent  bv  Mint  Director  Robert  Maskell  Patterson  to  Levi  Woodbury,  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Treasury.  November  8,  1836  "The  first  specimens,  executed  this  after¬ 
noon  The  old  coins  were  struck  in  what  we  term  an  open  collar;  this  is  struck 

in  a  close  collar,  which  makes  the  edge  of  pieces  thicker,  and  gives  a  mathematical 
equality  to  the  diameters  " 

<  urtously.  the  reverse  die  is  very  slightly  doubled  The  doubling  is  most  marked 
at  30  CENTS 
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Gem  1839-0  Capped  Bust  50c 


119  1839-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  lustrous  gem.  Delicate  cham¬ 

pagne  toning  in  the  central  areas  deepens  to  a  pleasing  golden 
shade  at  the  borders.  Virtually  all  design  features  are  about  as 
sharp  as  could  be  desired  save  for  a  few  of  the  obverse  stars.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  February  1990  PCGS  Population  Report,  only  two 
submissions  have  been  graded  MS-64,  and  just  one  finer.  The 
presently  offered  example  certainly  ranks  among  the  finest  known. 
Please  call  early  to  avoid  disappointment. 

Liberty  Cap  type  half  dollars  were  coined  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  for  the  final  time 
in  this  year.  Only  178,976  examples  were  minted,  and  just  a  handful  of  high-grade  pieces 
have  survived  to  the  present  day. 


1895  Proof-64  Barber  50c 


predominating. 

This  is  the  variety  with  the  repunched  1  in  the  date.  The  doubling  is  boldly  pro¬ 
nounced  at  the  upper  serif  of  the  numeral.  Walter  Breen  reports  that  the  variety  is 
rare  and  forms  just  a  small  minority  of  the  Proofs  of  1895. 


Gem  Proof  1901  Half  Dollar 


121  1901  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Largely  brilliant  with  blushes  of  lovely 

heather  iridescence.  The  sharp  frosty  devices  contrast  beautifully 
with  the  deep  mirror  fields.  An  outstanding  example  from  the 
aesthetic  perspective. 

The  obverse  design  differs  in  minor  respects  from  that  used  in  earlier  years.  Many 
of  the  leaves  in  Miss  Liberty's  laurel  wreath  are  sharper,  and  the  letters  WE  are  spaced 
further  apart. 


Superb  1906  Half  Dollar 


122  1906  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  toning  in  the  central  areas 

deepens  to  a  rich  golden  shade  at  the  borders.  The  reverse  ex¬ 
hibits  wisps  of  gunmetal-blue  iridescence  at  the  extreme  rim.  Vir¬ 
tually  all  design  details  are  sharply  rendered  including  the  ea¬ 
gle's  claws  on  the  reverse.  A  mere  675  Proofs  were  coined,  and 
of  these  only  handful  have  survived  in  this  lofty  state  of  preser¬ 
vation. 

From  1904  through  1915,  Proof  mintages  of  Barber  half  dollars  tended  to  be  lower 
on  average  than  those  minted  from  1892  through  1903.  As  might  be  expected,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Proof-65  survivors  from  this  latter  period  is  also  substantially  lower. 


Attractive  1913  Half  Dollar 


123  1913  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  pastel  golden  coloration  comple¬ 

ments  the  sharp  satiny  devices  and  deep  mirror  fields.  A  mere 
627  Proofs  were  coined  during  the  year. 

The  1913  half  dollar  is  a  particularly  popular  date  with  collectors  because  of  its  remark¬ 
ably  low  mintage.  A  mere  188,627  examples  were  produced  in  both  the  business  strike 
and  Proof  formats;  the  third  lowest  production  figure  in  the  entire  Barber  half  dollar 
series. 


120  1895  Proof-64  (NGC).  Deep  gray  surfaces  are  enhanced  by  faint 

polychrome  highlights  with  shades  of  gold,  blue,  and  lilac, 
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Frosty  MS-65  1935-D  Half  Dollar 


124  1935-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous.  Both  surfaces  exhibit 

blushes  and  splashes  of  pale  champagne  and  blue  coloration.  The 
issue  is  very  elusive  in  MS-65  grade  compared  with  virtually  all 
issues  coined  in  1936  and  subsequent  years.  Here  is  an  piece  worth 
careful  consideration  from  the  numismatist  who  is  assembling 
a  gem-quality  Walking  Liberty  half  dollar  collection. 


Desirable  MS-65  1941-S  Half  Dollar 


127  1941-S  MS-65  (NGC).  The  beautiful  lustrous  surfaces  exhibit  pearl 

gray  toning  in  the  central  areas,  changing  to  a  warm  coppery 
golden  shade  at  the  borders.  Very  appealing  both  technically  and 
aesthetically. 

The  issue  is  particularly  desirable  because  fewer  have  been  certified  in  MS-65  grade 
than  any  other  issue  in  the  half  dollar  series  from  1941  though  1947-D 


Superb  Gem  1936-D  Half  Dollar 


MS-65  1946-S  Half  Dollar 


125  1936-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  attractive.  The  fields  are  ex¬ 

ceedingly  smooth,  and  the  design  elements  have  better  than 
average  detail  definition.  Both  the  obverse  and  reverse  have  light 
champagne  toning  with  wisps  of  rich  gold  at  the  peripheries.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  February  1990  Population  Report,  only  19  submis¬ 
sions  have  been  certified  at  the  MS-66  level,  and  just  one  other 
at  MS-67. 


128  1946-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  just  a  faint  nuance  of  golden 

gray  toning  and  better  than  average  detail  definition.  Ideal  for  in¬ 
clusion  in  an  outstanding  type  set  of  20th-century  silver  issues. 


Superlative  1940  50c 


126  1940  MS-67  (NGO.  Virtual  perfection!  A  delightful  frosty  sharply 

struck  example.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  rich  aureate  toning.  The  ob¬ 
verse  has  a  light  misting  of  warm  golden  brown  coloration.  Al¬ 
though  the  issue  is  not  particularly  rare  overall,  it  is  seldom  avail¬ 
able  in  this  lofty  state  of  preservation.  Here,  indeed,  is  a  selection 
ideal  for  the  collector  who  desires  the  finest  quality  available. 
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Superb  Uncirculated  1794  Dollar 


129  1794  Bolender-1.  Flowing  Hair.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  superb  Mint 

State  example  believed  to  be  the  second  or  third  finest  known. 
This  is  the  Norweb  coin,  described  by  us  earlier  as  follows: 

The  obverse  and  reverse  are  of  nearly  full  brilliance, 
modified  by  just  a  whisper  of  light  gray  toning.  As  is  typi¬ 
cal  of  the  vast  majority  of  the  100  or  so  known  surviving 
examples  of  the  1794  date,  the  stars  at  the  left  side  of  the 
obverse  are  lightly  struck,  and  at  that  point  some  mint- 
caused  planchet  adjustment  marks  can  be  seen.  The  por¬ 
trait  of  Miss  Liberty  is  needle-sharp  in  every  detail,  with 
superb  definition  rarely  seen.  The  reverse  is  well  struck, 
save  for  the  tops  of  the  letters  in  the  area  of  TED  STA,  which 
are  intact,  but  which  are  not  as  bold  as  their  bases.  On 
the  eagle,  the  breast-feathers  are  well  defined,  as  are  all 
wing  details,  the  eagle's  head,  eye,  beak,  and  other  features. 

The  present  coin  is  one  of  two  Uncirculated  1794  silver 
dollars  which  came  to  light  a  quarter  century  ago.  The  other 
1794  dollar,  a  companion  to  the  presently-offered  piece,  was 
presented  for  sale  in  our  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  33,  spring 
1979,  and  was  illustrated  on  the  covers. 


An  interesting  story  surrounds  the  1794  silver  dollar  here 
offered,  and  we  relate  it  herewith: 

"The  piece  is  from  the  family  collection  of  Lord  St.  Os¬ 
wald,  which  was  sold  at  auction  by  Christie's  in  London 
in  October  1964.  This  and  the  other  1794  dollar  were  part 
of  one  of  the  largest  treasure  troves  of  American  coins 
brought  to  light  in  recent  years. 

"In  1795,  one  of  the  present-day  Lord  St.  Oswald's  an¬ 
cestors  visited  the  United  States.  During  the  course  of  his 
travels  in  this  country,  it  is  believed  that  he  came  to  Phila¬ 
delphia.  In  his  recently  published  Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  and  Colonial  Coins,  Walter  Breen  on  page  423  identi¬ 
fies  this  ancestor  as  Sir  Rowland  Winn  and  states  that 
around  October  1795  he  specifically  visited  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint.  Returning  to  the  family  homestead  in  Wakefield, 
Yorkshire,  England,  he  brought  back  about  $10  face  value 
of  United  States  coins.  After  all,  the  new  nation  had  been 
a  British  colony  only  a  few  years  earlier,  and  these  newly- 
minted  pieces  would  be  interesting  to  show  to  friends.  Soon 
the  coins  were  put  away  and  forgotten. 
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In  l'*vj  it  was  decided  to  sell  the  family  coin  collection. 
I  he  ow  ner  brought  the  pieces  to  Albert  Baldwin,  of  AH 
Baldwin  it  Sons,  a  renowned  London  rare  coin  dealer,  for 
eataloguing  According  to  a  recollection  given  by  Mr 
Baldw m  to  the  present  writer,  the  holding  consisted  of  early 
English  pieces,  all  properly  attributed  and  ticketed,  of  the 
^ears  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  Queen  Anne  and  other  British 
monarchs  Years  ago  someone  had  very  carefully  assem¬ 
bled  a  nice  coin  collection  depicting  British  history.  In  a 
separate  pasteboard  box  were  the  United  States  coins— 
the  $10  worth  brought  over  from  America  years  earlier- 
all  |umbled  together!  Mr.  Baldwin  asked  about  United 
States  coins,  to  which  question  the  owner  replied  that  he 
was  not  aware  that  they  had  great  value  but  decided  to 
bring  them  along  anyway. 

Those  United  States  coins  appeared  in  33  separate  lots 
in  Christie's  October  13,  1%4  auction  of  the  Lord  St.  Os¬ 


wald  Collection.  The  33  lots  consisted  of  two  magnificent 
Uncirculated  1794  silver  dollars— including  the  piece  now 
offered  here  from  the  Norweb  Collection  several  Uncir 
cuiated  1793  half  dollars,  and  over  20  1794  one-cent  pieces, 
each  virtually  as  nice  as  they  day  it  was  minted!  The  33 
lots  sold  for  record  prices.  The  1794  silver  dollars  fetched 
$1 1,400  each,  one  going  to  an  American  collector  and  the 
other  to  a  British  dealer.  Representing  our  firm  was  lames 
F.  Ruddy,  who  joined  Lester  Merkin  as  the  American  dealer 
contingent. 

Quite  a  few  of  the  1794  one-cent  pieces  sold  for  several 
thousand  dollars  each,  and  one  actually  had  fetched  $8,400! 
When  all  was  said  and  done,  the  little  pasteboard  box  of 
miscellaneous  United  States  coins— the  box  that 
represented  an  investment  of  less  than  $10  in  1795— brought 
the  princely  sum  of  $72,000. 
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Classic  1794  Dollar 

PCGS-Certified  EF-40 


130  1794  B-l.  EF40  (PCGS).  Another  outstanding  example  of  this  im¬ 

portant  and  highly  esteemed  classic  issue.  On  the  obverse,  most 
of  Miss  Liberty's  hair  strands  are  boldly  pronounced,  and  the  stars 
on  the  left  border  are  much  sharper  than  average.  On  the  reverse, 
virtually  all  of  the  eagle's  wing  and  tail  feathers  are  clear  and  dis¬ 
tinct.  The  impressions  of  both  dies  are  nicely  centered;  indeed, 
the  reverse  shows  full  dentilation.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  pleasing 
warm  golden  gray  toning. 

The  silver  dollars  of  1794  were  struck  from  a  single  pair  of  dies  which  were  cut  by 
Robert  Scot,  engraver  to  the  Mint.  The  obverse  head  of  Liberty  was  taken  from  Scot's 
design  for  the  1794  cents,  but  with  the  Liberty  cap  omitted  from  the  design  for  the 
dollar.  The  reverse  is  the  Small  Eagle  type,  defiantly  perched  within  a  wreath  of  olive 


leaves.  The  edge  design,  reading  HUNDRED  CENTS  ONE  DOLLAR  OR  UNIT,  was 
from  Jefferson's  proposal  for  the  coinage.  The  planchets  for  the  1794  mintage  were  made 
from  some  95,000  ounces  of  silver  French  minor  coins,  deposited  by  the  Bank  of  Mary¬ 
land  on  July  18,  1794. 

The  weakness  on  the  left  perimeter  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  is  typical  of  the  date, 
and  was  a  result  of  the  inadequate  striking  pressure  obtainable  from  the  cent  and  half 
dollar  press  at  the  Mint,  the  largest  one  available  at  the  time.  As  Walter  Breen  noted 
in  his  Encyclopietlia,  this  "defect"  was  noted  by  contemporaries.  The  New  Hampshire 
Gazette  issue  of  December  2,  1794  commented  on  the  dollar  of  1794  as  follows:  The 
touches  of  the  graver  are  too  delicate,  and  there  is  a  want  of  that  boldness  of  execution 
which  is  necessary  to  durability  and  currency.''  The  Mint  itself  recognized  the  prob¬ 
lem,  and  appears  to  have  held  back  a  small  quantity  of  dollars  of  1794  which  were 
too  softly  impressed  to  release  for  circulation .  At  least  one  of  these  held  back  speci¬ 
mens  was  later  used  as  a  planchet  for  a  1795-dated  dollar. 
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Uncirculated  1795  Draped  Bust  $1 


1795  Draped  Bust.  B-15.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Very  sharply  struck  with 
virtually  all  of  Miss  Liberty's  hair  strands  showing  to  full  advan¬ 
tage.  On  the  reverse,  the  eagle's  wing  feathers  are  bold,  and  most 
of  the  breast  feathers  can  be  seen.  Both  the  obverse  and  reverse 
are  warmly  toned  in  intermingled  maroon,  blue,  and  sea  green 
shades. 

According  to  the  February  1990  Population  Report  PCGS  has  cer¬ 
tified  just  two  Mint  State  submissions,  this  specimen,  and  an¬ 
other  piece  grading  MS-62. 


The  obverse  is  of  the  Draped  Bust  format,  which  made  its  debut  in  American  coin¬ 
age  on  this  denomination,  and  which  is  said  to  have  been  the  combined  work  of  Robert 
Scot  and  John  Eckstein,  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  after  a  portrait  by  Gilbert  Stuart 
The  letter  punches  were  prepared  by  William  Bingham 
The  model  for  Miss  Liberty  was  Mrs.  William  Bingham,  a  prominent  social  figure 
of  the  time. 

The  small  eagle  on  the  reverse  is  different  from  the  small  eagle  appearing  on  the 
reverse  of  1795  half  dollars,  as  the  eagle  is  more  defiant  and  solidly  proportioned,  and 
is  perched  on  a  cloud,  rather  than  on  a  rock.  The  wreath  is  markedly  different  being 
composed  of  olive  and  palm  leaves,  as  opposed  to  the  olive  leaf  wreath  that  appears 
on  1795  half  dollar  reverses. 
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Attractive  1795  Draped  Bust  $1 


132  1795  Draped  Bust.  B-15.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Aesthetically  appealing 

and  sharply  struck.  The  surfaces  exhibit  rich  polychrome  toning 
with  hues  of  gold,  rose,  and  gunmetal-blue  predominating.  Much 
frosty  mint  lustre  survives  in  the  protected  areas  of  the  designs. 

The  obverse  is  very  nicely  centered,  and  both  sides  show  full 
dentilation.  Virtually  all  of  the  wing,  tail,  neck,  and  breast  feathers 
are  clear  and  distinct.  Here  is  a  prize  destined  to  highlight  the 
cabinet  of  the  next  owner. 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  7H 


Gem  Proof  1802  Restrike  Dollar 


1802  B-8.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  gem  specimen  of  this  highly  prized 
rarity.  The  fields  are  toned  a  beautiful  mixture  of  iridescent  elec¬ 
tric  blue  and  gold.  Walter  Breen  has  recently  written  that  just  six 
to  10  specimens  are  known.  Of  these,  the  present  coin  certainly 
ranks  among  the  finest. 

Impressions  from  this  pair  of  1802  dies,  known  as  "restrikes," 
are  believed  to  have  been  made  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  prior 
to  1860,  probably  prior  to  1858,  and  contemporaneously  with  cer¬ 
tain  of  the  Class  I  1804  silver  dollars,  with  which  the  present  va¬ 
riety  shares  a  common  reverse.  The  identical  reverse  die  was  also 
used  to  produce  Proof  restrikes  dated  1801  and  1803. 

The  Proof  restrike  issues  of  this  era,  including  the  dollars  of 
1804,  have  furnished  fodder  for  many  numismatic  debates.  In¬ 
deed.  Kenneth  Bressett  and  Eric  P.  Newman  prepared  a  book  spe¬ 
cifically  concerning  the  latter  coin.  Titled  The  Fantastic  1804  Dol¬ 
lar.  the  volume  gave  their  thoughts  concerning  dollars  of  1804  as 
well  as  the  Proof  restnkes  of  several  earlier  dates.  Their  opinions 
were  countered  in  an  argument  by  Stack's,  which  appeared  on 
page  263  of  that  firm's  Robison  Collection  sale  (February  1982). 
In  summation,  that  revisionist  view  suggested  that  the  dies  may 
have  been  cut  in  1834  and  1835,  with  the  coin  struck  about  that 
time  rather  than  in  1858,  as  Newman  and  Bressett  suggest 

The  rarity  of  the  Proof  restrikes  of  1801-1803  has  likewise  been 
debated,  with  Eric  P  Newman  suggesting  that  10  to  12  of  each 


date  may  have  been  struck,  while  Stack's  suggests  the  number 
at  "not  more  than  10  or  12  examples  of  all  dates  combined,"  which 
would  equal  about  three  or  four  specimens  of  each  individual  date. 

In  his  recent  Encyclopedia  of  U  S.  and  Colonial  Coins  Walter  Breen 
gives  his  thoughts  concerning  the  situation,  and  on  page  433 
describes  the  1802  restrike  as  "extremely  rare"  with,  as  noted,  pos¬ 
sibly  six  to  10  known  to  exist.  He  further  relates  that  the  digit 
2  in  the  date  was  copied  from  one  of  the  "fancy  2"  half  dollars 
in  the  1820s,  while  the  original  1,  8,  and  0  punches  were  retrieved 
from  the  coiner's  vault  at  the  mint. 

The  same  writer  intimates  that  the  Proof  restrikes  dated 
1801-1803  were  struck  well  before  the  Civil  War  but  were  not  re¬ 
leased  at  the  time  of  striking. 

Walter  Breen  discusses  (page  431)  the  reverse  die  used  on 
1801-1803  restrikes  and  the  'original'  1804  dollars.  He  states  that 
"by  the  time  1801-1803  restrikes  were  made,  the  reverse  had  de¬ 
veloped  a  rust  pit  midway  between  the  next  to  lowest  wing  feather 
and  top  leaf  of  olive  branch.  On  the  original  1804  dollar  this  rust 
pit  is  missing;  on  the  1801  and  1803  is  very  minute,  on  the  1802 
it  is  larger,  nearly  half  the  size  of  a  berry,  suggesting  that  this  was 
made  months  or  years  later." 

The  presently  offered  coin  has  no  such  rust  pit. 

For  students  of  the  pieces,  we  note  that  under  high  magnifica 
tion  the  present  piece  displays  a  tiny  raised  area  in  the  field  directly 
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below  the  right  upright  of  N  in  UNITED,  and  another  below  the 
ribbon  point  and  directly  beneath  the  stand  of  T  in  UNITED.  Fur¬ 
ther,  a  very  delicate  die  break  can  be  seen  commencing  from  the 
upper  right  serif  of  N,  through  the  upper  parts  of  ITED,  terminat¬ 
ing  at  the  edge  of  the  leftmost  wing  feather. 

On  the  obverse,  under  magnification,  some  tiny  impressions 
can  be  seen  in  the  field,  including  below  the  second  and  sixth 
stars,  around  the  11th  star,  and  below  the  chin. 

The  weight  of  the  present  piece  is  420.0  grains.  Original  1802 
dollars,  the  business  strikes  actually  made  in  1802,  had  an  autho¬ 
rized  weight  of  416  grains.  In  1837,  the  authorized  weight  of  the 
dollar  was  lowered  to  412.5  grains.  The  present  coin  is  overweight 
in  both  instances  and  undoubtedly  suggests  that  a  special  plan- 
chet  (not  taken  from  current  silver  dollar  stock  at  412.5  grains) 
was  prepared  at  the  mint. 

The  edge  of  the  present  piece  is  properly  lettered  and  or¬ 
namented,  in  the  style  actually  used  in  1802,  but  in  the  present 
instance  the  lettering  seems  to  have  been  compressed  against  a 
restraining  collar.  Walter  Breen  suggests  that  in  some  instances 
such  pieces  may  have  had  the  edge  lettering  applied  after  strik¬ 
ing,  but  this  does  not  seem  to  have  been  the  case  of  the  present 
coin,  as  such  post-striking  lettering  would  have  caused  metal  to 
be  displaced  on  the  rim,  which  is  not  the  case. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  rim  is  slightly  beveled  (rather  than  flat) 
and  is  not  prooflike,  so  it  may  have  been  the  case  that  the  letter¬ 
ing  was  applied  later,  the  rim  was  slightly  distorted  as  the  result, 
and  then  in  a  lathe  the  rim  was  “trimmed"  by  hand,  exactly  as 
the  edges  of  larger-format  medals  are  trimmed  the  present  day 
(1988)  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  To  develop  this  theory,  an  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  rims  of  different  specimens  should  be  made, 
their  angles  and  finishes  compared.  If  they  differ  from  one  to  an¬ 
other,  then  almost  certainly  such  pieces  were  hand-finished  af¬ 
ter  striking  and  lettering.  Obviously,  more  work  remains  to  be 
done  in  the  study  of  these  interesting  issues. 

Proof  restrikes  of  the  1801-1803  silver  dollars  were  not  known 
to  numismatists  until  the  1870s.  Edouard  Frossard  in  the  Coin  Col¬ 
lectors'  Journal,  March  1876,  noted  that  John  W.  Haseltine  (who 
had  close  connections  to  the  Mint)  was  displaying  a  set  of  Proof 


dollars  dated  1801,  1802,  and  1803.  Years  later,  S.  Hudson  Chap¬ 
man  stated  that  around  May  1876,  when  he  was  a  newcomer  to 
the  numismatic  profession.  Mint  officials  had  such  pieces  for  sale. 

As  is  the  case  with  the  1804  dollar,  no  reliable  information  on 
the  subject  was  ever  available  from  the  Mint.  When  queried  (on 
the  subject  of  1804  dollars),  19th-century  officials  of  that  institu¬ 
tion  were  wont  to  issue  pronouncements  that  such  coins  were 
actually  made  in  the  year  1804,  etc.,  all  of  which  was  dismissed 
as  so  much  pap  by  a  later  generation  of  scholars. 

In  summation,  although  more  studies  of  minute  die  states  of 
Proof  dollars  of  the  1801-1804  years  remains  to  be  done,  it  seems 
that  the  Proof  restrike  1802  and  its  contiguously  dated  compan¬ 
ions  were  produced  before  the  Civil  War,  possibly  as  early  as  the 
1830s,  but  probably  not  later  than  1858,  but  were  not  sold  or  dis¬ 
played  to  numismatists  until  about  1876. 

If  this  is  the  case,  it  seems  likely  that  these  were  retained  by 
someone  who  was  at  the  Mint  before  the  Civil  War,  and  who  was 
still  there  in  1876,  with,  as  Breen  suggests,  Mint  Collection  cura¬ 
tor  DuBois  being  a  likely  candidate. 

The  purpose  of  the  production  of  the  1801-1803  restrike  dollars 
may  have  been  for  so-called  cabinet  purposes,  to  trade  away  to 
obtain  needed  pieces  for  the  Mint  Collection,  but  is  this  had  been 
the  case,  probably  examples  would  have  reached  the  numisma¬ 
tic  market  by  1860,  during  which  time  interest  in  the  Mint  Col¬ 
lection  was  intense,  and  numerous  additions  were  being  made 
to  it.  It  seems  that  the  profit  motive  on  the  part  of  one  or  more 
Mint  employees  is  a  more  likely  possibility,  as  a  number  of  such 
pieces  were  'laundered'  through  John  W.  Haseltine,  a  Philadel¬ 
phia  coin  dealer  with  close  connections  to  the  Mint.  It  was  also 
Haseltine  who  acted  as  the  funnel  for  such  delicacies  as  1884  and 
1885-dated  trade  dollars. 

Silver  dollars  dated  1804,  and  to  a  lesser  extent  their  compan¬ 
ion  pieces,  the  Proof  restrikes  of  1801-1803,  have  been  endlessly 
debated  for  generations,  and  in  the  process  have  become  among 
America's  most  famous  coins,  with  the  1804  being  recognized  as 
"The  King  of  American  Coins." 

The  presently-offered  coin,  one  of  the  nicest  of  the  few  surviv¬ 
ing  1802  Proof  restrikes,  should  attract  wide  attention. 
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Superb  Gem  Proof  1846  Dollar 


134  1846  Proof-64  (NGC).  This  is  the  so-called  "Blundered  Date"  va¬ 

riety  illustrated  on  Page  4.38  of  the  Breen  Encyclopedia.  A  superb 
striking  with  all  of  Miss  Liberty's  hair  and  drapery  details  boldly 
rendered  The  stars  are  fully  formed.  All  of  the  eagle's  claw  and 
plumage  details  are  razor-sharp  The  fields  are  deeply  reflective 
with  vivid  rose,  gold,  and  blue  toning.  Although  the  Proof  1846 
dollar  is  high  Rarity-6  overall,  the  present  example  ranks  among 
the  very  nicest  we  have  seen,  and  is  certain  to  delight  its  next 
owner 

Prior  ro  IM'xM  Proof  row*  *vrrf*  struck  in  vrry  «m«ill  qujntitK**  and  for  this  r?a*on 
****  Highly  Mfrrmrd  by  collector*  who  appreciate  rarity 


Uncirculated  1859-0  Dollar 


135  1859-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  satiny  with  just  a  whisper  of 

champagne  coloration,  \fery  suitable  for  inclusion  in  a  quality  type 
set  of  Liberty  Seated  issues. 

Reportedly,  examples  of  the  1859-0  dollar  issue  constituted  a  small  portion  of  the 
huge  government  Treasury  hoard  released  to  the  public  in  the  early  1960s  Other  is¬ 
sues  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars  represented  in  the  hoard  include  the  1860-0  1871  and 
1872. 


Choice  Proof  1878  Seven  Tailfeathers  $1 

Second  Reverse  Variety 


136  1878  7  Tailfeathers.  2nd  Reverse.  Short  Nock.  Proof-63  (PCGS). 

Light  champagne  iridescence  in  the  central  areas  deepens  to  a 
rich  golden  shade  at  the  borders.  Wisps  of  vivid  maroon  and  elec¬ 
tric  blue  enhance  the  extreme  rims.  Almost  all  design  features 
are  as  sharp  as  could  be  desired,  including  the  strands  of  Miss 
Liberty's  hair,  the  eagle's  plumage,  and  the  foliage  in  the  wreath. 

It  is  believed  that  only  200  Proofs  of  the  type  were  coined,  and 
it  thought  that  some  of  these  were  later  melted  as  unsold.  It  is 
worth  noting  that  fewer  than  30  submissions  of  the  variety  have 
been  certified  by  PCGS  as  Proof-60  or  better  according  to  the 
February  1990  Population  Report. 

1878  was  the  first  year  of  issue  of  the  Morgan  dollar  During  (he  first  year  or  two 
of  production,  it  was  a  fairly  common  practice  to  alter  coinage  designs  in  order  to  en 
hance  the  overall  artistic  appeal,  to  facilitate  striking,  or  to  correct  an  oversight  in  the 
original  design.  The  Lincoln  cent,  the  Liberty  nickel,  the  Barber  quarter,  the  Liberty 
Standing  quarter,  and  the  Peace  dollar  were  all  subjected  to  such  changes  The  Mor¬ 
gan  dollar,  however,  stands  out  because  of  the  many  different  design  formats  that  ap¬ 
peared  during  its  first  year.  Some  of  these  different  varieties  are  mentioned  in  the  Guide 
Book,  while  others  are  listed  only  in  more  specialized  references. 

We  include  here  a  summary  of  the  most  popular  types  for  the  convenience  of  our 
readers: 

1)  8  Tailfeathers.  Blunt  Beak. 

2)  8  Tailfeathers  Pointed  Beak. 

3)  7/8  Tailfeathers. 

4)  7  Tailfeathers  2nd  Reverse  Long  Nock 

5)  7  Tailfeathers  2nd  Reverse.  Short  Nock. 

6)  7  Tailfeathers.  3rd  Reverse. 
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Gem  Proof-64  1879  Dollar 


137  1879  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  warmly  toned  in  golden 

gray  hues.  The  motifs  are  smooth  and  frosty,  and  contrast  nicely 
with  the  mirror  fields.  Worth  careful  consideration  from  the  nu¬ 
mismatic  connoisseur. 

According  to  Walter  Breen's  book  on  Proof  coins,  only  750  Proof  1879  dollars  were 
coined,  and  of  these  100  were  later  melted. 


Lovely  Proof-64  1880  $1 


138  1880  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  champagne  toning  in  the  central  areas 

changes  to  a  pastel  blue  shade  at  the  extreme  rims.  Very  appeal¬ 
ing  both  technically  and  aesthetically.  Miss  Liberty's  cheek  is 
remarkably  smooth,  and  the  fields  are  deeply  reflective. 


Sharply  Struck  1881  Proof  Dollar 


139  1881  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Very  sharply  struck  with  all  the  hair  strands 

above  Miss  Liberty's  ear  boldly  defined.  The  eagle's  plumage  and 
claws  are  fully  formed.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  exquisite  warm  blue 
and  gold  toning.  Much  nicer  than  the  majority  of  Proof  survivors 
encountered. 


Frosty  MS-66  1882-S  Dollar 


140  1882-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Virtual  perfection.  The  devices  are  sharp 

and  frosty  and  the  fields  are  smooth  and  satiny.  Both  surfaces 
are  essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  faint  suggestion  of  champagne 
iridescence.  Although  the  1882-S  dollar  is  not  particularly  scarce 
in  Uncirculated  grade,  only  a  tiny  proportion  of  those  offered  are 
in  this  lofty  state  of  preservation. 


Desirable  1888  Proof  Dollar 

Rare  Doubled  Date  Variety 


141  1888  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Largely  brilliant  with  a  few  wisps  of  golden 

coloration  at  the  rims.  Each  of  the  four  numerals  in  the  date  show 
clear  doubling.  Walter  Breen  describes  the  variety  as  being  very 
rare,  and  reports  that  it  "forms  a  tiny  minority  of  Proofs"  of  the 
year. 

1888  is  one  of  the  scarcer  Proof  issues  in  the  Morgan  series  in  the  upper  echelons 
of  preservation.  Fewer  than  30  submissions  have  been  certified  as  Proof-64  or  better 
according  to  the  February  1990  issue  of  the  PCGS  Population  Report. 


Superb  Proof-65  1894  Dollar 


142  1894  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Beautiful  intermingled  blue  and  lilac  iri¬ 

descence  enhances  the  immaculate  surfaces.  Virtually  all  design 
features  are  about  as  sharp  as  could  be  desired.  Here  is  one  of 
the  finest  survivors  from  the  original  Proof  mintage  of  972  pieces. 
A  pn/e  for  the  perfectionist. 


Appealing  1894  Proof  $1 


143  1894  Proof-64  (PCGS).  The  frosty  cameo  motifs  contrast  beauti¬ 

fully  with  the  deep  mirror  fields.  Both  surfaces  display  delight¬ 
ful  champagne  coloration  and  outstanding  eye  appeal! 


Gem  Proof  1902  Dollar 


144  1902  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned  in  varied  polychrome  hues 

with  the  colors  arrayed  concentrically.  1  ligh-grade  examples  are 
eagerly  sought  by  silver  dollar  specialists. 


Lustrous  Gem  1902  $1 

PCGS-Certified  MS-66 


145  1902  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb,  sharply  struck,  lustrous  gem  ex¬ 

hibiting  just  a  whisper  of  golden  iridescence.  Although  more  than 
1,000  submissions  of  Uncirculated  1902  dollars  have  been  certi 
fied  by  PCGS,  fewer  than  30  have  been  graded  as  MS-66  or  hot 
ter  according  to  the  February  1990  PCGS  Imputation  Rcfvrt. 
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Appealing  MS-65  1902  Dollar 


146  1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty,  well  struck,  and  attractively  toned.  Nice 
in  every  way.  Far  superior  to  than  the  vast  majority  of  examples 
encountered. 


GOLD  DOLLARS 


Superb  MS-65  Gold  Dollar 


147  1851  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  superlative  example  exhibiting  smooth  frosty 
surfaces  and  better  than  average  detail  definition.  The  1851  gold 
dollar  is  not  a  particularly  rare  issue  in  MS-63  and  lower  grades, 
but  MS-65  examples  are  seldom  encountered.  Although  more  than 
300  submissions  of  1851  gold  dollars  have  been  certified  as  Uncir¬ 
culated  by  PCGS,  only  15  submissions  have  been  graded  MS-65 
or  better  according  to  the  February  1990  Population  Report,  a  figure 
representing  less  that  5%  of  the  total. 


Brilliant  1851-C  Gold  $1 


148  1851-C  AU-53  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  ample  satiny  mint  lus¬ 
tre  still  surviving  at  the  peripheries.  Most  of  the  design  details  are 
quite  sharply  defined.  Here  is  an  impressive  specimen  sure  to  en¬ 
hance  a  quality  cabinet  of  southern  mint  issues. 

Desirable  18S5-C  "Type  II"  Gold  $1 


149  1855-C  EF-40  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  for  the  grade.  The  fields  and 
devices  are  largely  brilliant  with  just  the  faintest  suggestion  of  cop¬ 
pery  coloration  on  the  high  points.  The  variety  is  very  desirable, 
partly  because  it  is  the  only  "Type  II"  Charlotte  Mint  gold  dollar 
issue,  and  also  because  it  has  a  low  mintage  of  9,803  pieces.  It  is 
thought  that  no  more  than  80  examples  survive  in  Fine  or  better 
condition.  A  mere  20  or  so  examples  are  estimated  to  exist  in  EF 
and  higher  grades. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1880  Gold  $1 


150  1880  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  brilliant  gem  having  sharp  devices 
and  smooth  reflective  fields.  Here  is  one  of  the  nicest  Type  III  gold 
dollars  we  can  recall  having  seen  in  recent  times.  Just  1,636  speci¬ 
mens  were  minted,  by  far  the  lowest  production  figure  of  any  gold 
dollar  issued  in  the  1880s. 
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QUARTER  EAGLES 


151  1796  With  Obverse  Stars.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  much 
satiny  mint  lustre  surviving  in  the  protected  areas  of  the  designs. 
Most  of  the  hair  and  drapery  details  are  clear,  and  the  majority  of 
the  eagle's  wing  and  breast  feathers  are  distinct.  Some  light  ad¬ 
justment  marks  are  noted  by  the  reverse  rim. 

The  1796  quarter  eagle  with  stars  is  a  very  rare  variety.  Report¬ 
edly,  only  432  examples  were  coined,  and  of  these  it  is  estimated 
that  no  more  than  35  examples  surv  ive,  perhaps  only  20  to  25.  Most 
of  the  known  examples  grade  VF  or  EF. 

The  1876  With  Stars  quarter  eagle  is  unusual  because  of  the  num¬ 
ber  and  configuration  of  the  obverse  stars.  There  are  16  stars  ar¬ 
ranged  with  eight  left  and  eight  right.  The  quarter  eagles  coined 
in  subsequent  years  have  only  13  obverse  stars. 


Rare  1796  $2 Vj  With  Stars 


1839/8-C  Classic  Head  $2Vi 


152  1839  8-C  EF45  (PCGS).  Largely  brilliant  with  just  a  faint  sugges¬ 
tion  of  coppery  iridescence  on  the  high  points.  Traces  of  mint  lus¬ 
tre  survive  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals.  There  is  no  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  overdate  feature  on  the  slab.  Classic  Head  quarter  eagles 
were  coined  at  the  Charlotte  Mint  in  the  years  1838  and  1839  only. 

Popular  1839-C  Classic  Head  %2Vi 


131  IH19-C  F  F-40  (PCGS).  The  variety  with  the  boldly  repunched  39 
in  the  date  The  surfaces  are  quite  smooth  for  the  grade 
i  *e  nt  ►.<  ah  rhe  t Inverse  and  reverse  dies  are  very  advanced  On  the  obverse 

i  ling  v  *  »*-«iends  tf'irn  rhe  rim  at  S  00  through  Miss  Liberty's  chin,  cheek,  and 


hair  through  the  9th  star,  and  back  to  the  rim  again  at  I  DO  On  the  reverse  another  bt 
setting  crack  pastes  from  the  rim  at  h  .10.  through  the  2  in  the  denomination,  the  eagle 
leg,  shield,  and  beak,  through  the  A  in  STATES,  and  to  the  rim  again  at  1 1  00 

Scarce  1840-C  Quarter  Eagle 


154  1840-C  EF-40  (PCGS).  Tinges  of  prooflike  brilliance  can  be  seen  in 
the  fields,  and  close  examination  reveals  some  shallow  mint-caused 
planchet  lamination  flaws  on  the  obverse,  a  feature  shared  by  many 
Charlotte  Mint  coins  of  the  period.  Both  the  obverse  and  reverse 
have  partial  knife  rims.  It  is  estimated  that  no  more  than  40  exam¬ 
ples  survive  in  EF  and  higher  grades  of  preservation. 

Attractive  1846-D  $2V2 


155  1846-D  AU-50  (PCGS).  Quite  sharply  struck  with  the  radials  of  all 
the  stars  visible.  Considerable  quantities  of  mint  frost  can  be  seen 
at  the  peripheries  and  around  the  design  elements.  Blushes  of 
delightful  rose  iridescence  enhance  the  surfaces.  A  prize  certain 
to  please  the  numismatist  who  appreciates  coins  with  strong  eye 
appeal! 

David  Akers  in  his  reference  book  on  quarter  eagles,  lists  just  15  auction  listings  of 
examples  grading  AU  or  better,  a  figure  which  might  include  duplicate  appearances  by 
some  examples. 


Superb  Cameo  Proof  1899  $2V2 

Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


156  1899  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  A  superb  gem  having  sharp  trostv 
devices,  deep  mirror  fields,  and  boldly  pronounced  knife  rimv  Both 
the  obverse  and  reverse  are  fully  brilliant.  The  stars  are  fully  formed 
with  complete  radial  definition.  Miss  Liberty's  hair  and  facial  do 
tails  are  bold,  and  the  eagle's  feathers  and  claws  are  beautifully  ren 
dered.  [ust  150  Proof  quarter  eagles  were  coined  during  the  year 
and  of  these  just  a  tiny  portion  have  survived  in  this  lofty  state  of 
preservation  Indeed,  this  is  the  finest  example  of  the  date  ever  cer 
tified  by  NGC  according  to  their  February  1990  Cen-n<  Rr/vrf 

Proof  gold  coins  air  among  the  rarest  and  most  desirable  Issues  m  American  minus 
mallcs  Mintages  of  19th-century  gold  Pmofs  seldom  exceeded  200  puses  and  <4  these 
many  were  subsequently  spent  bv  early  owners  or  otherwise  impaired  Tint  as  they  are  | 
highly  esteemed  hv  collectors  for  their  beauty  and  rarity 
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Gem  Proof  1905  Quarter  Eagle 


157  1905  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply  struck  with  all  design 
features  defined  about  as  sharply  as  could  be  desired.  The  fields 
are  blazing  deep  mirrors  and  the  devices  are  satiny.  A  mere  144 
Proofs  were  struck  during  the  year,  the  lowest  production  figure 
for  any  Liberty  Head  quarter  eagle  coined  in  the  20th  century.  Out¬ 
standing  quality! 


HALF  EAGLES 


Desirable  1833  Half  Eagle 


158  1833  AU-55  (PCGS).  The  "Large  Wide  Date"  variety.  Lovely  pale 
olive-golden  toning  with  blushes  of  coppery  iridescence  on  the  high 
points.  Miss  Liberty's  hair  is  sharp  and  the  folds  in  her  cap  are  clear. 
All  of  the  eagle's  feathers  can  be  seen.  Much  frosty  mint  lustre  sur¬ 
vives  in  the  fields  despite  evidence  of  brief  circulation.  The  issue 
is  seldom  encountered  in  any  grade  of  condition.  An  impressive 
selection  suitable  for  inclusion  in  an  outstanding  type  or  varietv 
collection  of  19th-century  gold  pieces. 


P&gt*  44 
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Appealing  1850-C  Half  Eagle 


Rare  High-Grade  1895-S  S5 


159  1850-C  EF-40  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  sharply  struck.  Traces  of 
satiny  mint  frost  are  noted  at  the  rims  and  around  the  central 
devices  Most  of  the  design  features  are  boldly  rendered  including 
Miss  Liberty's  hair  and  the  eagle's  feathers.  The  impressions  of  both 
dies  are  nicely  centered  with  full  dentilation. 

Fht  variety  is  thought  to  be  High  Rarity-5  or  even  Raritv-6  in  EF-40  and  better  grades 
Only  a  tiny  proportion  of  the  original  mintage  has  survived 

Scarce  1850-C  Half  Eagle 


160  1850-C  EF-40  (PCGS).  Another  example  of  this  scarce  variety.  The 
surfaces  are  largely  brilliant  with  just  a  suggestion  of  coppery  ton¬ 
ing  around  the  design  elements.  The  obverse  stars  are  sharp  with 
almost  full  radial  definition,  and  the  C-mintmark  on  the  reverse 
is  boldly  pronounced. 

Third  1850-C  Half  Eagle 


161  1850-C  VF-35  (PCGS).  Untoned  with  tinges  of  prooflike  brilliance 
on  the  reverse.  Very  attractive  for  the  grade. 


1853-C  Half  Eagle 


162  1853-C  VF-25  (PCGS).  A  scarce  issue,  desirable  in  all  grades  of 
preservation. 


163  1895-S  AU-58  (NGC).  An  outstanding  example  of  the  issue  which 
is  only  rarely  encountered  finer  than  EF.  The  surfaces  are  frosty 
and  the  motifs  are  sharp.  Just  a  trace  of  friction  on  the  obverse  is 
the  only  indication  of  brief  circulation.  David  Akers,  in  his  mono¬ 
graph  on  half  eagles  lists  just  five  appearances  of  Uncirculated  pieces 
and  another  five  of  AU  coins.  NGC  has  certified  a  scant  three  sub¬ 
missions  as  AU,  and  none  in  Uncirculated  grade  according  to  their 
February  1990  Census  Report. 

Although  more  than  100,000  1895-S  half  eagles  were  coined,  few  have  been  preserved 
in  nice  condition  The  vast  majority  evidently  went  directly  into  the  channels  of  com¬ 
merce  and  the  survival  of  high-grade  pieces  was  strictly  a  matter  of  chance 


Gem  "Roman  Finish"  1909  $5 


164  1909  "Roman  Finish."  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  simply  magnificent  strike 
The  texture  of  the  surfaces  is  satiny  and  smooth.  Each  feather  in 
the  Indian's  war  bonnet  is  deeply  rendered.  The  stars,  letters,  and 
numerals  are  all  fully  formed.  The  eagle's  plumage  is  about  as  sharp 
as  could  be  desired.  From  the  technical  and  aesthetic  perspectives 
it  is  difficult  to  imagine  that  any  example  could  come  closer  to  per¬ 
fection.  A  prize  for  the  connoisseur  of  20th-century  delicacies 

Only  78  Proofs  were  coined  during  the  year,  the  second  lowest  mintage  of  any  Proot 
Indian  Head  type  half  eagle 
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EAGLES 


1797  Heraldic  Eagle 


165  1797  Heraldic  Eagle  Reverse.  Breen  2-D.  EF-45  (PCGS).  The  first 
year  of  the  Heraldic  Eagle  design  type.  The  reverse  stars  are  ar¬ 
ranged  into  "arcs"  or  curving  rows,  with  an  additional  star  in  front 
of  the  eagle's  head  and  another  behind  it.  The  reverse  is  very  sharp 
for  the  grade  with  almost  full  definition  in  the  eagle's  wing  and 
tail  feathers. 


Attractive  1799  Eagle 

Large  Obverse  Stars  Variety 


166  1799  Large  Obverse  Stars.  B  5-G.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Pleasing  olive- 
golden  surfaces.  The  fields  are  smooth  for  the  grade.  Most  of  the 
design  elements  are  sharply  defined  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
obverse  stars.  Miss  Liberty's  hair  and  drapery  details  are  quite  bold. 
Most  of  the  eagle's  wing  and  tail  feathers  are  distinct,  and  many 
of  the  breast  feathers  can  be  seen. 

High-Grade  1843-0  Eagle 


168  1907  Indian.  No  Periods.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 
lustrous  with  just  a  faint  suggestion  of  rosy  iridescence.  A  simply 
beautiful  example  of  this  popular  two-year  "No  Motto"  design  type. 

When  the  new  Saint-Gaudens  $10  and  $20  pieces  went  into  production  the  motto  IN 
GOD  WE  TRUST  was  deliberately  omitted.  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  regarded  the 
mention  of  the  motto  on  money  as  blasphemous,  especially  in  light  of  the  fact  that  it 
was  sometimes  mocked  on  satirical  medals.  Consider  for  example  the  so-called  "Brvan 
Money"  medals  of  the  campaign  of  1896,  some  of  which  came  to  President  Roosevelt's 
attention.  Many  of  these  pieces  have  mottos  such  as  "IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  FOR  THE 
OTHER  47  CENTS,"  "IN  BRYAN  WE  TRUST,"  or  "IN  McKINLEY  WE  TRUST,  IN  BRYAN 
WE  BUST." 

Soon  after  pieces  of  the  new  design  appeared,  the  omission  of  the  motto  was  widely 
criticized.  In  1908  Congress  demanded  that  the  motto  be  restored 


Gem  1907  Indian  $10 


167  1843-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  largely  brilliant  with  some 
splashes  of  coppery  iridescence  on  both  surfaces.  Miss  Liberty's 
hair  and  the  eagle's  plumage  are  boldly  defined,  and  all  of  the  ob¬ 
verse  stars  show  their  divisions.  The  issue  is  rarely  encountered 
in  high  states  of  preservation,  and  it  is  perhaps  worth  mentioning 
that  only  three  submissions  of  AU  examples  have  been  certified 
by  NGC,  with  none  in  higher  grades  according  to  the  NGC  Febru¬ 
ary  1990  Census  Report. 
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Frosty  Gem  191 1-S  Eagle 


169  191 1-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  sharp  motifs  and 
smooth  fields.  Nice  in  every  way!  A  mere  9  submissions  have  been 
certified  as  PCGS  as  MS-65,  and  none  finer,  according  to  the  Febru¬ 
ary  1990  Population  Report. 

Waller  Breen  reports  that  most  Uncirculated  examples  now  traced  are  from  a  small  hoard 
found  in  the  Phillipines  circa  197b 


DOUBLE  EAGLES 


Impressive  1891-CC  Double  Eagle 


170  1891-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  Traces  of  original  prooflike 
surface  can  be  seen  on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse.  Just  5,000  ex¬ 
amples  were  coined,  and  David  Akers  writes  that  it  is  the  third 
scarcest  Carson  City  $20.  Walter  Breen  lists  the  issue  in  his  Ency¬ 
clopedia  as  being  very  rare. 

The  1891-CC  double  eagle  has  the  second  lowest  production  figure  of  any  Carson  City 
Mint  S20  issue,  directly  behind  the  1870-CC  which  had  a  mintage  of  3,789  pieces 


High-Grade  1892-CC  $20 


171  1892-CC  AU-58  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  most  of  the  design 
features  showing  to  full  advantage,  including  the  radials  of  the  ob¬ 
verse  stars,  the  details  of  Miss  Liberty's  hair,  and  the  eagle's  plum¬ 
age.  This  example  ranks  among  the  finest  certified  by  PCGS.  Here 
is  a  prize  certain  to  delight  the  Carson  City  Mint  specialist. 
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Gem  Proof  1904  Double  Eagle 


172  1904  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  having  blazing  deep  mir¬ 
ror  fields  and  satiny  razor-sharp  devices.  A  mere  98  Proofs  were 
coined  during  the  year,  and  it  is  doubtful  that  more  than  half  of 
these  still  exist  today,  and  many  are  nicked  and  scratched.  Although 
PCGS  has  certified  more  than  20  submissions  of  Proof  1904  dou¬ 
ble  eagles,  only  four  have  been  certified  as  Proof-64,  and  none  finer, 
according  to  the  February  1990  Population  Report. 

Proof  gold  coins  are  among  the  most  elusive  issues  in  the  American  series.  The  origi¬ 
nal  mintages  were  minuscule,  and  examples  were  often  spent  during  the  early  years  when 
catalogue  values  were  low.  Today,  of  course,  Proof  gold  coins  are  highly  esteemed,  and 
exceptional  examples  command  strong  premiums  when  available. 


Frosty  High-Relief  MCMVII  $20 


173  MCMVII  High  Relief  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagle.  MS-63  (PCGSI. 

Fully  brilliant  and  very  sharply  struck.  A  lovely  example  of  what 
many  numismatists  regard  as  the  most  beautiful  issue  ever  coined 
at  the  U.S.  Mint. 

President  Theodore  Roosevelt  had  occasion  to  view  some  ancient  Greek  coins  at  the 
Smithsonian  Institution.  He  was  deeply  impressed  by  the  beauty  of  their  designs  and 
the  high-relief  character  of  their  motifs.  He  became  disenchanted  with  U.S.  coinage,  which 
he  felt  lacked  the  charm  of  the  ancient  pieces.  He  contacted  sculptor  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens,  one  of  the  foremost  artists  of  the  period,  and  invited  him  to  redesign  all  the 
different  denominations  from  the  cent  through  the  double  eagle.  Saint-Gaudens  accepted 
President  Roosevelt's  invitation  and  enthusiaticallv  commenced  work,  producing  mam 
sketches  and  models  for  proposed  designs.  Unfortunately  as  a  consequence  of  cancer 
he  was  only  able  to  complete  the  work  on  the  $10  and  $20  denominations  before  his  death 
In  order  to  please  President  Roosevelt,  Saint-Gaudens  produced  his  designs  in  high- 
relief,  emulating  the  coins  of  the  ancient  Greeks  When  the  production  ot  coins  com¬ 
menced,  it  was  found  that  several  impressions  of  the  dies  were  necessary  to  bring  up 
the  designs  properly,  and  the  labor  expense  was  considerable.  After  onlv  11.2^0  exam 
pies  were  produced,  the  production  of  the  high-relief  pieces  was  halted 
For  purposes  of  facilitating  efficient  mass  production  the  Saint-C iaudens  designs  won 
modified  bv  Charles  Barber,  who  lowered  the  relief  of  the  de\  u  os  considerable  and  elimi¬ 
nated  the  Roman  numerals. 


COMMEMORATIVE 
SILVER  COINS 
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High-Relief  MCMVII  Double  Eagle 


Gem  1935  Boone  50c 


176  1935  Boone.  Small  1934  Reverse.  MS-66  (NGC).  The  superb  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces  display  lovely  shades  of  intermingled  gold  and  lilac 
iridescence  Here  is  one  of  the  nicest  Boone  commemorative  half 
dollars  we  have  seen  in  recent  times. 

Bonn*’  commemorative  halt  dollars  have  two  different  reverse  design  types  The 
reverse  <>f  the  first  type  is  essentially  identical  to  that  of  1934  On  the  second  type,  the 
date  1914  is  placed  above  PIONFFR  YFAR.  a  feature  signifying  that  1934  was  the  actual 
btrenfenmal  year  of  Daniel  Boone’s  birth 


177  1935  Boone.  Small  1934  Reverse.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharplv  struck 
with  exceptionally  smooth  fields  and  just  a  whisper  of  pleasing 
champagne  coloration.  Delightful  both  technically  and  aesthetically. 

Frosty  1936  Boone  Half  Dollar 


Gem  1935  Boone  Half  Dollar 


175  1935  Boone.  MS-66  (NGC).  A  simply  superb  example,  far  nicer  than 
the  vast  majority  of  examples  seen.  Beautifully  toned  in  rich  golden 
and  lilac  hues.  Worth  serious  consideration  from  the  numismatic 
connoisseur. 

Die  issue  was  produced  to  commemorate  the  200th  anniversary  of  Daniel  Btxme's  birth 

Lustrous  1935  Boone  Commemorative 


178  1936  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant,  frosty,  and  exception¬ 
ally  smooth.  Attractive  in  every  way. 


Superlative  MS-66  1937  Boone  50c 


180  1937  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  frost\  and  sharpie  struck 
Virtually  as  nice  as  the  moment  it  left  the  dies  Although  9  S(X)  1937 
Boone  half  dollars  were  issued  only  a  tine  proportion  have  Mir 
vived  this  nicely  preserved 


174  MCMVII  High  Relief  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagle.  VF-35  (PCGS). 

Very  smooth  for  the  grade.  Wisps  of  delicate  coppery  iridescence 
can  be  seen  around  the  design  elements.  A  nice  selection  for  the 
collector  with  a  limited  budget. 


Lustrous  1936-D  Boone  Commemorative 


179  1936-D  Boone.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Warm  coppery  golden  toning  nicely 
complements  the  sharp  frosty  devices  and  the  smooth  satiny  fields. 

A  mere  5,000  examples  were  issued,  making  the  variety  one  of  the  scarcer  commemora 
lives  of  the  1930s. 
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Exceptional  1937  Boone  Half  Dollar 


181  1937  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  lustrous  with  just  a  faint 
whisper  of  delicate  golden  iridescence.  Here  is  an  aesthetic  feast 
certain  to  delight  its  next  owner. 


Outstanding  Bridgeport  Centennial  50c 


182  1936  Bridgeport.  MS-66  (PCGS).  The  fields  are  lustrous  and  ex¬ 
ceptionally  smooth.  The  motifs  are  sharp.  Both  surfaces  have  light 
golden  toning  with  blushes  of  rosy  coloration.  Although  PCGS  has 
certified  submissions  of  more  than  1,700  Bridgeport  commemora¬ 
tive  half  dollars,  only  31  have  been  graded  MS-66  according  to  the 
February  1990  Population  Report. 

The  Bridgeport  commemorative  half  dollar  was  designed  by  Henry  Kreiss,  the  same 
artist  who  had  earlier  designed  the  popular  Connecticut  tercentenary  commemorative. 
Both  issues  feature  modernistic  eagle  motifs.  The  famous  showman  and  Bridgeport  resi¬ 
dent,  P.T.  Barnum,  is  depicted  on  the  obverse. 


Superb  Gem  1936  Columbia  Half  Dollar 


184  1936  Columbia.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharp,  smooth,  and  lustrous.  One 
of  the  very  nicest  Columbia  Sesquicentennial  half  dollars  we  have 
had  the  pleasure  to  offer,  and  a  beautiful  match  for  the  pieces  of¬ 
fered  in  the  following  two  lots.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  warm  pearl 
gray  and  coppery  golden  iridescence  with  blushes  and  splashes 
of  amber  coloration. 

The  sale  of  the  issue  helped  to  finance  the  celebration  of  Columbia’s  sesquicentennial. 

Outstanding  1936-D  Columbia  50c 


185  1936-D  Columbia.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  with  surfaces  and 
toning  almost  identical  to  those  of  the  speciman  offered  in  the 
preceding  lot.  A  prize  for  the  numismatic  perfectionist. 

The  design  type  was  coined  at  each  of  the  three  mints,  and  many  Columbia  Sesqui¬ 
centennial  half  dollars  were  distributed  in  sets. 

Gem  1936-S  Columbia  50c 


Gem  MS-65  1936  Cleveland  50c 


183  1936  Cleveland.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  lustrous  gem  having 
sharp  frosty  motifs  and  exceedingly  smooth  fields.  Delicate  cham¬ 
pagne  toning  in  the  central  areas  deepens  to  a  rich  golden  shade 
at  the  borders.  Although  it  is  possible  that  examples  exist  with 
higher  technical  grades,  it  is  doubtful  that  more  than  just  a  few 
others  could  be  found  with  equal  eye  appeal. 


186  1936-S  Columbia.  MS-66  (PCGS).  The  third  and  final  example  of 
the  design  type.  This  piece  is  a  splendid  match  for  the  two  speci¬ 
mens  offered  in  the  preceding  lots.  The  surfaces  are  lustrous  and 
exhibit  exquisite  pearl  gray  and  coppery  golden  toning. 
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Frosty  MS-bb  193b  Delaware  50c 


18-  1936  Delaware.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  smooth  satiny  gem,  beautifully 

toned  in  gold  and  lilac  hues.  Not  many  examples  have  survived 
in  this  lofty  state  of  preservation.  Here  is  a  selection  ideal  for  the 
collector  who  desires  the  finest  available  quality. 

A  popular  issue  authorized  to  mark  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Swedes 
in  Delaware  Although  the  issue  was  authorized  in  1936,  it  wasn't  produced  until  1937 


Satiny  Gem  1936  Delaware  Half  Dollar 


188  1936  Delaware.  MS-66  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous  and  with  delightful 
pastel  iridescence  in  hues  of  gold  and  gray.  Outstanding  from  both 
the  aesthetic  and  technical  perspectives. 


Frosty  MS-66  Iowa  Half  Dollar 


189  1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Full  lustrous  and  sharply  struck.  The 
central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  a  warm  golden  shade  at  the 
extreme  rims. 

The  194b  Iowa  half  dollar  is  notable  tor  its  status  as  the  most  recent  commemorative 
mue  honoring  <i  *tate  centennial 


Gem  1936  Long  Island  50c 


190  1936  Long  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  satiny  gem  exhibiting 
just  a  whisper  of  heather  iridescence.  Although  Long  Island  half 
dollars  are  not  particularly  rare  overall,  such  outstanding  quality 
does  not  appear  often. 

Issued  to  mark  the  tercentenary  of  the  first  settlement  of  Dutch  colonists  on  Long  Is¬ 
land,  NY  at  Jamaica  Bay. 


Lustrous  MS-65  Lynchburg  50c 


191  1936  Lynchburg.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  exceedingly 

smooth.  The  obverse  has  appealing  golden  toning.  The  reverse  is 
brilliant. 

Die  designs  were  modeled  bv  Charles  Keck  who  had  years  earlier  designed  the  Panama 
I’acitic  gold  dollar  ol  I4IS  The  obverse  portrays  Senator  Carter  Glass,  a  native  of  I  v nch- 
burg  and  former  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Senator  Glass  was  still  alive  when  the  coin 
was  issued 


Appealing  MS-65  Maryland  50c 


192  1934  Maryland.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  frosty  gem  having  light 
champagne  toning  in  the  central  areas  deepening  to  a  rich  golden 
shade  at  the  extreme  rims. 

The  obverse  depicts  the  bust  of  the  Lord  Baltimore.  Cecil  Calvert,  whose  profile  is  well 
known  to  collectors  of  colonial  coins  since  it  is  present  on  17th  century  Maryhnd  shil 
lings,  sixpence,  and  groats. 
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Splendid  1936  Norfolk  Half  Dollar 


193  1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (NGC).  Virtual  perfection.  Just  a  whisper  of 
light  champagne  iridescence  complements  the  lustrous  surfaces. 

Norfolk,  Virginia  was  established  as  a  township  in  1682  and  became  a  royal  borough 
in  1736.  The  reverse  depicts  the  royal  mace  presented  by  Lieutenant  Governor  Dinwid- 
die  in  1753. 


Outstanding  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  50c 


197  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  50c.  MS-66  (NGC).  Satiny  and  warmly  toned 
in  intermingled  hues  of  golden  brown,  maroon,  and  blue.  The  mo¬ 
tifs  are  sharp  and  the  fields  are  exceedingly  smooth.  Although  more 
than  27,000  examples  were  issued  it  is  doubtful  that  more  than  a 
fraction  of  1%  could  match  the  quality  offered  here.  Many  of  the 
collectors  who  purchased  Panama-Pacific  half  dollars  at  the  time 
of  issue  had  only  a  casual  interest  in  coins,  and  as  a  consequence 
many  specimens  were  spent,  cleaned,  mishandled,  or  otherwise 
impaired. 

The  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  half  dollar  is  notable  because  of  its  status  as  the  first  com¬ 
memorative  half  dollar  issue  of  the  20th  century  The  coin  was  designed  by  Charles  Barber, 
and  examples  were  sold  at  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  for  $1  each. 


Satiny  MS-66  1937-D  Oregon  50c 


194  1937-D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-66.  A  superb  sharply  struck  example 
warmly  toned  in  hues  of  heather  and  coppery  gold.  Here  is  an  ex¬ 
cellent  candidate  for  inclusion  in  a  gem  quality  set  of  commemora¬ 
tive  design  types. 

The  Oregon  Trail  commemorative  half  dollar  program  lasted  from  1926  though  1939, 
longer  than  anv  other  program  in  the  history  of  the  commemorative  series.  Altogether 
14  different  varieties  of  Oregon  Trail  half  dollars  were  issued  with  net  mintages  ranging 
from  83,000  for  the  1926-S,  down  to  3,000  for  each  of  the  three  1939  issues.  The  designs 
were  created  by  the  highly  regarded  sculptors,  James  Earle  Fraser  and  Laura  Gardin  Fraser. 


Gem  MS-66  Oregon  Trail  50c 


195  1938-D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-66  (NGC).  An  exquisite  satiny  gem  hav¬ 
ing  pale  heather  coloration  on  both  surfaces.  Only  a  tiny  percent¬ 
age  of  the  mintage  has  been  certified  in  this  lofty  grade. 

Only  6,000  examples  were  minted  during  the  year. 


Superb  1938-D  Oregon  Trail  50c 


196  1938-D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Another  lovely  example.  Deli¬ 
cate  pearl  gray  toning  in  the  central  areas  changes  to  a  pleasing 
champagne  shade  at  the  rims.  Both  surfaces  are  frosty. 
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Gem  MS-65  Rhode  Island  50c 


HN  1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (NGO.  Smooth  and  lustrous.  The  lovely 
surfaces  display  varied  pastel  hues  of  gold,  lilac,  and  blue. 

I  hr  issue  commemorates  the  tercentenary  of  the  settlement  of  Providence,  Rhode  Is¬ 
land  Curiously,  no  mention  of  the  city  is  made  on  the  coin 


201  1935  Texas.  MS-66  (NGC).  Smooth,  lustrous,  and  sharply  struck 
with  blushes  of  pleasing  golden  iridescence.  Outstanding  quality! 

The  issue  commemorates  the  centennial  of  the  independence  of  Texas  from  Mexico 


Exceptional  1935  Texas  50c 


Exquisite  1937  Roanoke  Half  Dollar 


199  1937  Roanoke.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  example  of  this  popular 
issue.  The  surfaces  are  immaculate  and  fully  lustrous  with  |ust  a 
whisper  of  champagne  iridescence.  Although  the  majority  of  Roa¬ 
noke  half  dollars  are  quite  nicely  preserved,  only  a  tiny  minority 
of  them  could  measure  up  to  the  presently  offered  specimen. 

The  designs  were  prepared  by  William  Marks  Simpson  who  also  designed  the  Antie- 
lam  and  Norfolk  commemorative  issues  The  issue  commemorates  the  350th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  Roanoke  Island  settlement. 

Superlative  1936  Robinson  50c 

PCGS 


200  1936  Robinson.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  absolutely  superb,  frosty  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  issue,  and  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  handle.  The  fields  are  immaculate  and  smooth  and  the 
devices  are  sharp.  Light  champagne  toning  delightfully  enhances 
the  overall  aesthetic  appeal.  Although  PCGS  has  certified  more  than 
1.500  submissions  of  1936  Robinson  half  dollars,  only  46  submis¬ 
sions  were  graded  MS-66  or  better  according  to  the  February  1990 
Population  Report. 

Henry  Kreivs  designed  the  reverse  which  depicts  Senator  |oseph  T.  Robinson  in  pro- 
file*  Senator  Robinson  was  alive  at  the  time  of  issue  and  was  serving  as  the  Majority 
leader  in  the  United  States  Senate 


Lovely  MS-66  Texas  Centennial  50c 


202  1935-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  sharp.  Beautifully  toned 
in  intermingled  hues  of  coppery  gold  and  pearl  gray.  A  prize  for 
the  numismatic  connoisseur. 


Gem  MS-66  Texas  Half  Dollar 


203  1935-S  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  largelv  brilliant 
with  wisps  and  blushes  of  pleasing  golden  iridescence.  Very  scarce 
in  this  lofty  state  of  preservation.  Only  a  tiny  percentage  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  mintage  has  been  certified  as  MS-66. 

Superb  1936  Texas  Half  Dollar 


204  1936  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  T  he  fields  are  extremely  smooth  and 
the  surfaces  are  deeply  toned  in  hues  of  maroon,  gold,  and  lilac 
Here  is  an  aesthetic  treat  certain  to  delight  the  next  owner 
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Appealing  1936-D  Texas  50c 


Impressive  1937-S  Texas  50c 


207  1937  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  specimen  both  technically 
and  aesthetically.  Faint  heather  toning  in  the  central  areas  changes 
to  an  appealing  golden  shade  at  the  rims. 

By  1937,  interest  in  the  Texas  Centennial  commemorative  half  dollar  program  began 
to  fade,  with  the  result  that  mintages  declined  substantially  from  the  production  figures 
of  preceding  years.  In  1937  fewer  than  6,700  examples  were  issued  by  each  of  the  three 
mints.  Today,  of  course,  collectors  are  willing  to  pay  considerable  premiums  for  gem- 
quality  examples  of  these  low-mintage  varieties. 


Attractive  1937-D  Texas  Half  Dollar 


208  1937-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharp,  fully  lustrous,  and  nicely  toned 
in  a  delicate  golden  shade.  Appealing  in  every  way!  Here  is  a  su¬ 
perb  specimen  suitable  for  inclusion  in  any  cabinet  of  outstanding 
commemorative  issues. 


205  1936-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Virtual  perfection!  The  surfaces  are 
smooth  and  very  nearly  flawless.  The  motifs  are  sharp  and  frosty. 
Both  the  obverse  and  reverse  are  warmly  toned  in  appealing  lilac 
gray  and  coppery  gold  shades.  Worth  serious  consideration  from 
the  alert  commemorative  specialist. 


Scarce  MS-66  1936-S  Texas  Commemorative 


206  1936-S  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Deep  maroon  and  golden  brown  iri¬ 
descence  enhances  the  surfaces.  Although  more  than  9,000  exam¬ 
ples  of  the  variety  were  issued,  only  occasionally  do  survivors  ap¬ 
pear  this  beautifully  preserved. 


Gem  1937  Texas  Centennial  50c 


209  1937-S  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  attractive.  Pearl  gray  iri¬ 
descence  in  the  central  areas  changes  to  a  pleasing  aureate  shade 
peripherally.  Worth  serious  consideration  from  the  connoisseur  of 
quality. 

Gem  MS-65  Vancouver  Half  Dollar 


210  1925  Vancouver.  MS-65  (PCGS).  The  immaculate  surfaces  are 
smooth,  satiny,  and  largely  brilliant  with  splashes  of  lilac  irides¬ 
cence  and  blushes  of  gold.  Specimens  of  such  high  quality  are  not 
often  available. 

The  issue  was  designed  by  the  famous  sculptor  Laura  Gardin  Fraser.  Although  coined 
at  the  San  Francisco  Mint,  the  "S"  mintmark  was  omitted  from  the  design. 


Delightful  1927  Vermont  Commemorative 


211  1927  Vermont.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Smooth  and  lustrous.  Attractively 
toned  in  pastel  gold  and  heather  hues.  Here  is  a  quality  coin  cer¬ 
tain  to  appeal  to  the  advanced  specialist. 

The  designs  were  prepared  bv  Charles  Keck  who  more  than  a  decade  earlier  had  de¬ 
signed  the  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar. 


Exquisite  1936  Wisconsin  50c 


212  1936  Wisconsin.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  satiny.  Both 
surfaces  exhibit  beautiful  golden  toning.  Certainly  the  presently 
offered  piece  ranks  among  the  very  finest  examples  we  have  had 
the  pleasure  to  examine  in  recent  times.  We  expect  many  inquiries 
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Superb  1936  York  County  50c 


1936  York.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  lustrous  example  having 
smooth,  immaculate  surfaces  and  sharp  design  elements  with  ap 
pealing  lilac-gray  and  coppery  golden  iridescence.  It  is  doubtful 
that  another  of  equal  quality  could  be  found  without  a  long  search. 

Issued  to  commemorate  the  30(lth  anniversary  of  York  County,  Maine  The  designs 
isere  prepared  hv  Portland,  Maine  artist  Walter  Rich.  Although  several  commemorative 
halt  dollar  issues  have  been  produced  in  honor  of  various  cities,  this  is  the  only  com¬ 
memorative  issue  produced  to  mark  the  anniversary  of  a  county. 


COMMEMORATIVE 
GOLD  COINS 


Superb  MS-66  1922  Grant  Gold  $1 


214  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty, 
and  very  appealing  aesthetically.  This  example  ranks  as  one  of  the 
finest  certified  by  NGC,  and  is  certainly  among  the  loveliest  that 
we've  had  the  opportunity  to  examine  in  recent  years.  Here  is  an 
excellent  opportunity  for  the  numismatist  who  desires  the  finest 
available  quality. 

Tht*  designs  were  prepared  by  Laura  Gardin  Fraser,  who  also  designed  the  very  simi¬ 
lar  (.rant  Memorial  halt  dollar.  The  issue  marks  the  centennial  of  the  birth  of  Ulysses 
S  (.rant  Two  varieties  were  issued,  each  with  a  net  mintage  of  only  5, (XX)  pieces;  one 
tvpe  has  an  incuse  star  above  GRANT,  the  other  type  has  no  star  The  "No  Star”  type 
appears  to  be  the  scarcer  of  the  two  varieties  in  MS-64  and  higher  grades. 
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215  1915- S  Panama-Pacific  $50.  Octagonal.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
fully  lustrous.  A  lovely  example  of  this  rare  and  desirable  issue. 
It  is  highly  esteemed  by  collectors  for  several  reasons;  it  has  the 
highest  denomination  ever  employed  in  the  history  U.S.  coinage, 
it  is  the  only  U.S.  federal  issue  to  be  produced  in  the  octagonal  for¬ 


mat,  and  it  has  a  tiny  net  mintage  of  just  645  pieces.  The  designs 
were  prepared  by  Robert  Aitken.  The  obverse  features  a  helmeted 
bust  of  Minerva,  and  the  reverse  depicts  an  owl  perched  on  tire 
branch  of  a  conifer  tree.  Tiny  dolphins  are  present  within  each  of 
the  eight  corners  on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse. 


Desirable  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  $50 
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PROOF  SET 


I - 

Exceedingly  Rare  1843  Proof  Set 

With  Original  Case  of  Issue 


216  1843  Proof  set  accompanied  by  the  original  case  of  issue.  The  set 

is  complete  from  the  half  cent  through  the  eagle,  and  is  comprised 
of  a  total  of  10  pieces.  It  is  one  of  just  two  1843  cased  sets  listed 
by  Walter  Breen  in  his  majesterial  reference  book  on  U.S.  Proof  coin¬ 
age,  and  is  illustrated  on  page  78  of  that  book.  The  other  set  is  im¬ 
pounded  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

This  set  first  came  to  the  attention  of  the  American  Numismatic 
community  when  it  was  offered  in  the  Fernand  David  auction  of 
1930  in  the  Netherlands  It  passed  through  the  hands  of  B  Max 
Mehl.  Frank  Stoddard,  Colonel  E.H.R.  Green,  and  was  then  ac¬ 
quired  bv  WW.  Neil  of  Abilene,  Kansas.  B  Max  Mehl  sold  the  Neil 
Collection  at  auction  in  |une  1947,  and  had  the  following  to  say  about 
this  set,  which  was  Lot  2292  in  that  sale: 

This  magnificent  set  and  excessively  rare  Proof  Set,  as  stated  be- 
finr  is  in  fhe  original  Mint  Case  as  issued,  in  1843  We  can  readily 
understand  the  infinitesimal  number  of  Proofs  struck  at  the  Mint 
over  one  hundred  years  ago  I  know  of  but  one  other  similar  set. 


The  set  here  offered  originally  came  from  a  famous  collection  sold 
in  Amsterdam,  Holland,  some  20  years  ago.  I  had  my  representa¬ 
tive  purchase  it  for  me.  I  sold  it  to  Mr.  Stoddard  of  Pasedena,  Cali 
fornia.  Later,  to  be  exact,  in  1932,  when  I  purchased  the  Stoddard 
Collection,  this  set  was  in  turn  sold  by  me  to  the  late  Colonel  E.H.R. 
Green.  After  the  passing  of  the  Colonel,  I  acquired  the  set  indirectly, 
and  again  sold  it  to  Mr.  Neil.  This  the  first  time  this  beautiful  and 
exceedingly  rare  set  is  offered  at  auction  in  this  country'.  I  consider 
it  the  most  outstanding  and  desirable  item  in  this  great  collection 
The  set  passed  into  the  collection  of  Amon  Carter,  Sr  and  then 
to  Amon  Carter,  Jr.  and  was  offered  at  auction  by  Stack's  in  their 
sale  of  the  Amon  Carter,  Jr.  Collection,  January  1984  Lot  630 
We  will  consider  each  of  the  pieces  in  the  set  separately. 

Half  cent.  Large  bemes.  Breen-la.  Proof-62  RB  (PCGS).  Rarilv-6. 
This  is  #3  in  Walter  Breen's  census  of  half  cents  in  his  Proof  mom* 
graph  It  is  one  of  just  four  submissions  of  Proof  184  3  halt  cents 
certified  by  PCGS  according  to  the  April  I1**)  /bpidufroti  Rrjvrl 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  78 


Page  57 


Cent.  Newcomb-14.  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS).  Listed  as  #10  in  Walter 
Breen's  Proof  coinage  monograph.  The  surfaces  are  about  30%  mint 
red  changing  to  golden  brown  and  pale  blue  shades  in  the  remain¬ 
ing  areas.  Only  two  submissions  of  Proof  1843  large  cents  have  been 
certified  by  PCGS,  according  to  the  April  1990  Population  Report. 

Half  dime.  Breen-7.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Listed  as  #2  in  Walter 
Breen's  census.  Each  of  the  four  numerals  in  the  date  is  boldly  dou¬ 
bled.  The  motifs  are  deeply  rendered  and  the  surfaces  are  warmly 
toned  in  appealing  golden  brown  and  blue  shades.  This  is  the  only 
PCGS-certified  Proof  1843  half  dime  according  to  the  April  1990 
Population  Report. 

Dime.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Listed  as  #1  in  Walter  Breen's  census  for 
the  date.  Lovely  blue  and  golden  toning  complements  the  sharp 
devices  and  mirror  fields.  Only  two  submissions  of  Proof  1843  dimes 
have  been  certified  by  PCGS,  according  to  the  April  1990  Popula¬ 
tion  Report.  The  other  submission  was  certified  as  Proof-62. 

Quarter  Dollar.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Listed  as  #1  in  Walter  Breen's 
census  for  the  date.  Lovely  blue  and  golden  brown  toning  with  deli¬ 
cate  maroon  highlights.  All  design  features  are  boldly  rendered. 
This  is  the  only  Proof  1843  quarter  dollar  certified  by  PCGS  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  April  1990  Population  Report. 

Half  Dollar.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Listed  as  #1  in  Walter  Breen's 
census  for  the  date.  Warm  heather,  gold,  and  blue  iridescence  en¬ 
hances  both  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  and  very  attractive.  Only  two 
submissions  of  Proof  1843  half  dollars  have  been  certified  by  PCGS, 
both  as  Proof-63. 

Dollar.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Listed  as  #3  in  Walter  Breen's  census 
for  the  date.  Beautifully  toned  in  intermingled  hues  of  blue,  ma¬ 
roon,  and  gold.  The  devices  are  about  as  boldly  defined  as  could 


be  desired.  This  is  the  finest  of  the  three  Proof  1843  dollars  certi¬ 
fied  by  PCGS,  according  to  the  April  1990  Population  Report.  The 
other  submissions  were  graded  as  Proof-62  and  Proof-61  respec¬ 
tively. 

Quarter  Eagle.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Listed  as  #1  in  Walter  Breen's 
census.  Fully  brilliant  with  sharp  satiny  devices  and  deep  mirror 
fields.  The  issue  is  of  great  rarity.  Walter  Breen  enumerates  just  four 
examples  in  his  Proof  coinage  monograph.  Significantly,  this  is  the 
only  Proof  example  certified  by  PCGS. 

Half  Eagle.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Listed  as  #1  in  Walter  Breen's  census. 
Sharply  struck  and  fully  brilliant.  Here  is  one  of  the  greatest  rari¬ 
ties  in  American  numismatics.  Only  three  examples  are  enumer¬ 
ated  in  Walter  Breen's  monograph  on  Proofs.  This  specimen  is  the 
only  example  certified  by  PCGS  according  to  the  April  1990  Popu¬ 
lation  Report. 

Eagle.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Listed  as  #1  in  Walter  Breen's  census. 
A  superb  strike  having  satiny  motifs  and  blazing  mirror  fields.  A 
scant  five  specimens  are  enumerated  in  Walter  Breen's  Proof  mono¬ 
graph.  This  is  the  only  example  certified  by  PCGS  according  to  the 
April  1990  Population  Report. 

When  Stack's  sold  the  Amon  Carter,  Jr.  Collection  in  January  1984, 
they  described  the  case  accompanying  this  1843  Proof  set  as  follows: 

"The  entire  set  is  housed  in  its  original  mint  case.  The  card  printed 
by  Manly  &  Orr  in  Philadelphia  is  no  longer  in  existence.  The  case 
is  4V2"  x  5,"  of  red  morocco  leather  with  gold  tooling  on  the  cover 
and  with  brass  hinges  and  spring  lock.  The  interior  is  blue  plush 
with  each  opening  having  a  stiff  cloth  liner  and  blue  satin  ribbon. 
The  case  is  in  a  remarkable  state  of  preservation." 
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1866  Pattern  Five-Cent  Piece 

Desirable  Raritv-8  Variety 


217  1866  nickel  five-cent  pattern.  Judd-479.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  White 
metal.  92.9  grains.  Die  alignment:  about  345°.  A  sharp  strike  ex¬ 
hibiting  delicate  golden  gray  iridescence.  Close  inspection  reveals 
some  tiny  edge  nicks  as  illustrated. 

The  obverse  of  this  piece  features  the  portrait  of  George  Washing¬ 
ton  with  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  above  and  the  date  1866 
below.  The  reverse  is  the  regular  Shield  nickel  design  adopted  in 
1867  with  stars,  but  without  rays. 

It  is  quite  probable  that  this  piece  was  actually  struck  at  a  later 
date,  possibly  circa  1870  or  later.  Reverse  stars  point  to  the  left  foot 
of  the  A  in  STATES,  the  right  serif  of  E  in  STATES,  the  left  upright 
of  M  IN  AMERICA,  and  right  side  of  the  upright  of  R  in  AMERICA. 
Hence,  this  is  the  "Reverse  of  1870"  as  described  in  Walter  Breen's 
Encyclopedia. 

The  importance  of  this  piece  concerns  its  rarity;  Dr  Judd  states 
that  only  three  are  recorded.  Thus  the  opportunity  to  acquire  a 
duplicate  of  this  specimen  may  not  recur  for  many  years  if  indeed 
during  your  lifetime.  A  prize  for  the  specialist. 

Although  Dr.  Judd  has  reported  that  three  examples  are  known, 
we  have  been  able  to  find  only  two  different  pieces  in  a  search 
through  several  hundred  important  auction  sales: 

1)  This  piece.  (PCGS  60675.64; 31 14384).  From  the  Collection  of 
Sylvester  Sage  Crosby.  Subsequently  offered  in  Part  II  of  our  sale 
of  the  Garrett  Collection,  March  1980,  Lot  988.  Later  in  Stack's  ses¬ 
sion  of  Auction  '84,  Lot  1225.  This  is  the  only  example  certified  bv 
PCGS. 

2)  The  specimen  in  Superior's  sale  of  the  Crouch  Collection,  June 
1977,  Lot  190.  Subsequently  offered  in  the  1980  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association  Convention  Sale  conducted  by  Steve  Ivy,  Lot  754. 


Gem  1866  J-486  Lincoln  Pattern  5c 


218  1866  nickel  five-cent  pattern.  J-486.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Nickel.  Die 
alignment  about  180  Beautiful  golden  gray  toning.  The  design 
features  are  sharp  The  obverse  features  a  bust  of  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln  facing  right  with  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  above  and 
the  date  1866  below  On  the  reverse  the  denomination  5  CENTS 
is  centered  within  a  laurel  wreath  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  above. 
Although  the  variety  is  listed  as  Rarity-6  in  the  Judd  reference  book, 
only  a  small  number  of  auction  appearances  have  been  recorded 
over  the  last  two  decades  and  hence  we  are  inclined  to  the  view 
fhaf  if  is  more  probably  mid  to  lov  Rarity7.  Only  two  submissions 
of  the  variety  have  been  certified  by  PCGS  according  to  the  Febru¬ 
ary  1990  Population  Report,  both  as  Proof-64 


Superb  1866  J-490  Pattern  5c 


219  1866  pattern  five-cent  piece.  J-490.  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Copper 
or  bronze.  Die  alignment:  about  170°.  A  simply  magnificent  speci¬ 
men  exhibiting  sharp  frosty  devices  and  nicely  contrasting  deep 
mirror  fields.  About  40%  of  the  original  mint  color  survives  fading 
to  tan  and  rosy  shades  in  the  remaining  areas.  Although  J-490  is 
the  designation  on  the  "slab,"  it  is  not  possible  to  conclusively  dis¬ 
tinguish  between  J-490  and  J-491  without  elemental  analysis.  We 
estimate  that  J-490  and  J-491  combined  are  Rarity-6. 

The  obverse  design  is  almost  identical  to  that  adopted  for  authorized  coinage  in  1866. 
except  that  on  the  pattern  issue  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  is  smaller,  and  the  ball 
at  the  bottom  of  the  shield  divides  the  date.  The  reverse  design  was  employed  to  coin 
several  other  nickel  five-cent  patterns  issued  during  the  year 


Desirable  Transitional  Pattern  Shield  5c 


220  1866  pattern  five-cent  piece.  J-507.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Nickel.  Die 
alignment:  about  180°.  Sharply  struck  and  lightly  toned  in  pastel 
hues  of  pearl  gray  and  gold.  The  obverse  is  the  exact  type  employed 
to  produce  Shield  nickels  in  1866.  The  reverse  is  the  type  without 
rays  as  was  adopted  in  1867.  The  variety  is  especially  desirable  be¬ 
cause  it  is  sought  by  Shield  nickel  collectors  as  well  as  pattern  col¬ 
lectors. 

The  reverse  die  employed  to  produce  J-507  differs  in  many  minor  respects  from  the 
design  used  to  coin  1867  Shield  nickels  without  rays.  These  differences  are  most  marked 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  stars  with  respect  to  the  letters  of  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA  and  CENTS. 


Extremely  Rare  1870  10c  Pattern 


221  1870  pattern  dime.  J-871.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Aluminum  Reeded 
edge.  Die  alignment:  180  .  Largely  brilliant  with  just  the  faintest 
possible  nuance  of  aureate  iridescence.  The  devices  are  frosty  and 
boldly  rendered.  The  mirror  fields  are  very  nicely  reflective. 

Although  the  variety  is  rated  as  Rarity-6  by  Dr.  Judd,  only  a  tinv 
number  have  appeared  at  auction  over  the  years  signifying  that  the 
variety  is  actually  Rarity-7.  We  append  below  a  census  of  exam¬ 
ples  which  we  have  found  in  a  survey  of  several  hundred  auction 
sales: 

1  )Th is  specimen  (PCGS  61115  64  4008854)  No  pedigree  intor 
mation  is  available. 

2)  The  piece  in  our  sale  of  the  Terrell  Collection,  May  1973  1  ot 
981.  Subsequently  offered  in  our  sale  of  the  Sieck  Collection  held 
in  conjunction  with  the  1981  American  Numismatic  Association 
Convention,  Lot  109. 

3)  The  example  offered  in  our  sale  of  the  Taylor  Collection  March 
1987,  Lot  585. 

The  Standard  Silver  wrir«  ol  18f^  and  IH71  constitute*  one  «4  fhe  moot  e>ten 
*ivi»  grouping*  of  pattern*  in  American  numismatic*  Numerous  diftcrvnt  design  h 
are  known  for  denomination*  ranging  from  thr  half  dime  lo  thr  dollar 

In  lMf>w  ^  plan  wa*  formulated  whkh  would  have  re*ulted  in  thr  rediHlH*n  d  the  cwtghl 
of  all  l’  S  silver  com*  produced  at  the  Mint  The  lonipwllion  howort  atottlinu  to 
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the  plan  would  continue  to  be  0.900  "standard  silver"  alloy  as  used  in  preceding  years. 
It  was  reasoned  that  the  reduction  in  weight  would  discourage  hoarding  and  better  ena¬ 
ble  the  federal  government  to  redeem  fractional  currency 


Desirable  1875  Pattern  20c 


222  1875  pattern  20-cent  piece.  J-1403.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Silver.  Plain 
edge.  Die  alignment:  180°.  A  lovely  example,  warmly  toned  in  in¬ 
termingled  hues  of  blue  and  heather.  Most  of  the  design  features 
are  about  as  sharp  as  could  be  desired  with  the  exception  of  two 
or  three  of  the  obverse  stars.  The  variety  is  thought  to  be  Rarity-6 
overall,  and  typically  only  one  or  two  examples  appear  per  year 
at  auction.  This  appears  to  be  the  only  specimen  certified  by  PCGS, 
according  to  their  February  1990  Population  Report. 

J-1403  has  been  the  subject  of  much  mirth  over  the  years  because  of  the  ship  on  the 
obverse.  Although  the  sails  are  billowed  towards  the  front  of  the  ship,  the  fumes  emanating 
from  the  smoke  stack  are  very  conveniently  trailing  behind;  a  rather  doubtful  scenario 
in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  physics.  On  the  reverse,  the  second  A  in  AMERICA  is  boldly 
double  punched. 


Extremely  Rare  J-1112  Pattern  50c 


223  1871  pattern  half  dollar.  J-1112.  Proof-64  BN  (NGC).  Copper. 
Reeded  edge.  Die  alignment:  180°.  Rarity-7.  The  surfaces  are  golden 
brown  with  delicate  blue  highlights.  The  obverse,  featuring  James 
Longacre's  popular  "Indian  Princess"  motif  with  13  stars  at  the  bor¬ 
der,  is  very  sharp,  indeed  almost  medallic  in  its  aspect.  The  reverse 
has  the  denomination  50  CENTS  within  a  wreath  of  corn  and  cot¬ 
ton,  with  STANDARD  above. 

We  have  records  of  just  two  examples  of  the  variety: 

1)  This  specimen.  From  FIT.  Melnick's  sale  of  the  Hoffman  Col¬ 
lection,  November  1982,  Lot  73.  Subsequently,  in  the  1984  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  Mid-Winter  Sale  conducted  by  Heri¬ 
tage,  Lot  577. 

2)  The  example  offered  in  Rarcoa's  sale  of  January  1973,  held  in 
conjunction  with  the  F.U.N.  Convention  of  that  year,  Lot  641.  Sub¬ 
sequently  in  our  sale  of  the  Sieck  Collection,  held  in  conjunction 
with  the  1981  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention,  Lot 
220. 


Superb  1871  J- 

Possibly  the 


224  1871  pattern  dollar.  J-1121.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  Die 
alignment:  180  .  A  simply  magnificent  coin,  both  technically  and 
aesthetically.  Virtually  all  of  the  design  features  are  about  as  sharp 
as  could  be  desired,  including  Miss  Liberty's  hair  strands,  the  deli¬ 
cate  geographical  details  on  the  globe,  and  the  foliage  of  the  wreath. 
Both  surfaces  are  warmly  and  beautifully  toned  in  intermingled 
hues  of  gold,  lilac,  and  blue. 

The  obverse  features  James  Longacre's  lovely  "Indian  Princess" 
design.  The  reverse  has  the  denomination  1  DOLLAR  within  a 
wreath  of  corn  and  cotton,  with  STANDARD  above. 


1121  Pattern  $1 

Finest  Extant 


We  are  aware  of  only  two  examples  of  the  variety,  and  the 
presently  offered  piece  appears  to  be  the  nicer  of  the  two. 

1)  This  piece.  (PCGS  61380.65/6263274).  The  only  example  certi¬ 
fied  by  PCGS  according  to  the  February  1990  Population  Report.  No 
pedigree  information  is  available  on  this  piece. 

2)  The  Garrett  specimen.  Traced  to  the  Harold  P.  Newlin  Collec¬ 
tion,  and  offered  in  our  sale  of  the  Garrett  Collection,  Part  II,  March 
1980,  Lot  1046.  It  was  described  as  being  Choice  Proof  then,  in¬ 
dicating  that  it  would  probably  grade  Proof-63  now. 
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Highly  Desirable  J-1155  Pattern  $1 

The  Only  Specimen  Traced 


225  1871  commercial  dollar  pattern.  J-1155.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Silver.  example  which  we  have  record  of.  Once  sold,  the  variety  may  not 

Plain  edge.  Die  alignment:  about  170°.  Rarity-8.  A  beautiful  exam-  appear  again  for  years,  perhaps  even  decades! 

pie  having  pleasing  frosty  devices  and  blazing  deep  mirror  fields.  From  our  sale  of  the  Sleek  Collection,  held  in  conjunction  with  1981 

The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  a  delicate  golden  shade  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention  of  that  year,  Lot  311.  Sub- 

at  the  extreme  rims.  secjuently  offered  in  the  1983  ANA  Sale  conducted  by  Kagins,  August  1983, 

It  is  difficult  to  overstate  the  importance  of  the  issue,  it  is  listed  Lot  3033.  PCGS:  61417.63/7393295. 
as  a  Rarity-8  item  in  the  Judd  pattern  reference,  and  it  is  the  only 
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Extremely  Rare  1880  $4  Stella  in  Aluminum 


226  1880  four-dollar  pattern.  Flowing  Hair  variety.  J-1659.  Proof-64 
(NGC).  Gilt  aluminum.  Reeded  edge.  Die  alignment:  about  180  . 
The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  quite  mirrorlike,  a  feature 
which  suggests  the  gilding  was  applied  prior  to  striking.  All  de¬ 
sign  features  are  clearly  and  deeply  rendered.  Dr.  Judd  lists  the 
variety  as  being  Rarity-8,  and  we  are  certainly  in  agreement  that 
it  is  extremely  rare,  although  we  are  at  present  more  inclined  to 
the  high  Rarity-7  rating.  Usually  several  years  elapse  between  offer¬ 
ings  of  the  variety. 

|uhn  A  Kasson,  who  in  1879  was  serving  as  the  United  States  Minister  to  Austria, 
suggested  that  a  U  S  four-dollar  gold  piece  would  be  useful  in  international  commerce 
since  it  would  closelv  match  the  intrinsic  values  of  coins  issued  in  Austria.  France.  Italy, 
Spain,  and  the  Netherlands. 


Rare  1868  Copper  Pattern  $5 


227  1868  half  eagle  pattern.  J-656.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  Copper  Reeded 
edge.  Die  alignment:  180".  Golden  brown  toning  with  wisps  of  elec 
trie  blue  iridescence  at  the  peripheries  and  around  the  motifs.  All 
of  the  design  features  are  boldly  rendered.  Although  rated  as 
Rarity-6  in  the  Judd  pattern  reference,  we  have  been  able  to  trace 
only  five  or  six  different  examples  in  a  survey  of  several  hundred 
auction  sales,  and  thus,  we  take  the  view'  that  the  Rarity-7  classifi¬ 
cation  better  reflects  the  issue's  true  availability. 

The  designs  were  created  by  Anthony  Paquet.  It  was  envisioned  that  the  issue,  if  autho¬ 
rized,  would  be  useful  in  international  commerce,  hence  the  denomination  5  DOLLARS 
25  FRANCS. 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  78 


Page  63 


Impressive  Dana  Bickford  $10  Pattern 

The  Garrett  Specimen 


228  1874  pattern  eagle.  J-1374.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded 
edge.  235.5  grains.  Rarity-6.  A  lovely  example  of  the  variety  which 
appeared  in  our  sale  of  the  Garrett  Collection,  Part  II,  March  1980, 
Lot  1092,  where  it  was  described  as  follows: 

"1874  $10  J-1374.  235.5  grains.  Bronze.  Choice  Proof.  Light  toning 
just  beginning  to  form  on  the  obverse  and  reverse.  This  is  proba¬ 
bly  the  finest  known  specimen  of  this  issue.  Certainly  we  have  never 
seen  an  equal  or  nicer  one. 

"The  obverse  and  reverse  designs  are  distinctive  and  represent 
Dana  Bickford's  concept  for  an  international  $10  piece.  The  center 
reverse  inscription  lists  the  weight  (for  a  gold  strike)  in  grams.  Sur¬ 
rounding  are  the  currency  equivalents  to  $10  in  sterling,  marken, 
kronen,  gulden  and  francs. 

"Dr.  Judd  notes  that  Dana  Bickford,  of  New  York  City,  thought 
of  the  idea  for  an  international  piece  during  a  European  trip  when 
he  encountered  difficulties  in  exchanging  the  money  of  one  coun¬ 
try  for  that  of  another.  On  his  return  to  the  United  States  he  sub¬ 
mitted  several  ideas  to  Dr.  Henry  R.  Linderman,  director  of  the 
Mint.  The  Judd  reference  notes: 

"The  proposal  appealed  to  Dr.  Linderman,  not  only  because 


of  the  convenience  it  would  afford  but  because  of  the  great 
saving  the  adoption  of  such  a  coin  would  be  to  our  govern¬ 
ment.  .  .  .At  that  time  the  annual  expense  for  recoinage  and 
waste  on  coin  entering  this  country  from  abroad  was  about 
a  half  million  dollars.  He  not  only  approved  the  idea,  but 
had  pattern  eagles  struck  in  gold,  copper,  nickel  and  alu¬ 
minum  using  Mr.  Bickford's  designs.  The  project  had  to  be 
dropped  because  Congress  failed  to  approve  the  idea. 

“Purchased  In/  John  Work  Garrett  from  the  Guttag  Brothers,  May  25, 
1927.  An  unusual  instance  of  a  20th-century  pattern  purchase  for  the  Gar¬ 
rett  Collection.  Most  of  the  patterns  in  the  collection  were  acquired  dur¬ 
ing  the  19th  century  by  T.  Harrison  Garrett. 

The  present  writer  has  researched  this  variety  and  can  report  that  there  appear  to  be 
at  least  three  different  weight  standards  for  J-1374,  possibly  all  struck  at  different  times: 

1)  223-224  grains.  The  example  in  our  sale  of  the  Kosoff  Collection,  November  1985, 
I  « >t  ii mi i  vv eighs  22 3  5  grains 

2)  229-230  grains.  The  specimen  in  our  offering  of  the  Arnold  and  Romisa  Collections, 
September  1984,  Lot  420,  weighs  229.2  grains. 

3)  234-236  grains.  The  piece  in  our  sale  of  the  Saunders  Collection,  November  1987, 
Lot  478,  is  234.0  grains,  and  the  Garrett  coin,  as  mentioned  above,  is  235.5  grains. 


TERRITORIAL  GOLD  COINS 


Frosty  MS-63  U.S.  Assay  Office  $20 

Popular  900  THOUS.  Variety 


229  1853  U.S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold.  S20  gold.  900  THOUS.  Kagin-18. 
MS-63  (PCGS).  Die  alignment:  180c.  A  superb  frosty  example  exi- 
hibiting  just  a  whiper  of  olive-gold  iridescence.  This  is  the  finest 
example  that  we've  handled  since  our  sale  of  the  Norvveb  Collec¬ 
tion  All  design  features  are  sharp  including  the  eagle's  neck  and 


breast  feathers.  Although  more  than  2.5  million  are  thought  to  have 
been  coined,  comparatively  few  high-grade  examples  have  survived. 
PCGS  has  certified  just  11  submissions  as  MS-63  or  better,  as 
reported  by  the  February  1990  Population  Repwrt. 
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Superb  1852  U.S.  Assay  Office  $50 

Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


230  1852  U.S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold.  $50  gold.  900  THOUS.  K-14.  MS-62 
(PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  pleasing  rich  satiny  mint  lustre  on  both 
surfaces.  The  design  elements  are  very  sharp.  Almost  all  of  the  ea¬ 
gle's  wing  feathers  are  fully  formed,  and  the  neck,  breast,  and  tail 
feathers  are  all  visible.  The  inscription  at  the  rim  UNITED  STATES 
ASSAY  OFFICE  OF  GOLD  SAN  FRANCISCO  CALIFORNIA  is 
clear.  The  only  other  example  that  we  know  of  that  has  compara¬ 
ble  sharpness  is  the  specimen  that  was  offered  in  our  sale  of  the 
Herstal  Collection,  February  1974,  Lot  810. 

Only  two  submissions  of  the  variety  have  been  certified  as  Un¬ 
circulated  by  PCGS,  according  to  the  February  1990  issue  of  the 
Population  Report.  The  presently  offered  example  is  the  finer  of  the 
two;  the  other  submission  was  graded  as  MS-61.  Only  occasion¬ 
ally  are  such  outstanding  territorial  pieces  offered  for  the  consider¬ 
ation  of  the  numismatic  fraternity.  We  suggest  that  the  specialist 


call  early  to  avoid  disappointment. 

Although  the  variety  is  Rarity-5  overall,  a  survey  of  several  hun¬ 
dred  sale  catalogues  revealed  just  a  tiny  number  of  high-grade  speci¬ 
mens.  The  census  below  is  largely  based  on  this  study: 

1)  This  specimen.  (PCGS  10019.62/3119562).  No  pedigree  infor¬ 
mation  on  this  piece  is  presently  available. 

2)  Andrew  Zabriskie  Collection  sale,  Lot  360;  Virgil  Brand  Col¬ 
lection;  B.  G.  Johnson;  Stack's  sale  of  the  Bell  Collection,  Decem¬ 
ber  1944,  Lot  1041;  New  Netherland  Coin  Company's  sale  of  the 
Walter  Collection,  December  1968,  Lot  576.  Uncirculated. 

3)  The  specimen  in  our  sale  of  the  Herstal  Collection,  February 
1974,  Lot  810,  as  AU;  Rarcoa's  session  of  Auction  '79,  Lot  1461,  as 
Uncirculated;  Rarcoa's  session  of  Auction  '83,  Lot  1493,  as  Uncir¬ 
culated. 

4)  Rarcoa's  session  of  Auction  '84,  Lot  1999,  as  AU. 


Knowledge  is  the  key 


to  profits! 


The  best  way  to  make  attractive  profits  collecting  or  investing  is  to 

learn  as  much  as  you  can  about  coins.  Without  question,  the  best  way 
to  learn  is  by  building  a  numismatic  library.  The  cost  of  a  good  numis¬ 
matic  library  could  be  returned  with  the  knowledgeable  purchase  of  just 
one  com.  In  the  pages  that  follow  are  listed  just  a  few  of  the  titles  available 
from  Bowers  and  Merena.  Not  only  will  you  gain  knowledge,  but  you  will 
also  have  many  hours  of  pleasurable  reading. 

Ordering  is  as  easy  as  dialing  your  phone— just  call  our  toll-free  number 
(800)  222-5993.  Within  New  Hampshire,  use  our  regular  number  (603) 
569-5095.  Have  your  MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American  Express  handy,  along 
with  a  list  of  the  stock  numbers  of  the  books  you  want. 

Take  advantage  of  our  discount  offer!  For  book  orders  of  $100  or  less,  take 
a  10%  discount.  For  orders  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount! 


High  Profits  from  Rare 
Coin  Investment,  by  Q. 

David  Bowers.  (Stock 
No.  BBM-102)  $14.95. 
The  12th  edition  of  the 
best-selling  coin  invest¬ 
ment  guide  ever  writ¬ 
ten!  With  a  full  368- 
pages  of  solid  informa¬ 
tion,  this  illustrated, 
book  combines  a  fas¬ 
cinating  text  with 
charts,  data,  and  photo¬ 
graphs.  The  author  has 
been  right  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  rare  coin 
market  since  1953  and 
deals  not  with  “theory” 
but  with  actual  exper¬ 
ience-proven  methods 
of  gleaning  high  profits 
through  rare  coin  in¬ 
vestment.  Included  is 
information  on  building 
a  portfolio  of  U  S. 
coins,  how  to  avoid 
mistakes,  how  to  spot 
sleepers,  how  the  stock 
market  affects  rare  coin 
prices,  and  more! 

Abe  Kosoff:  Dean  of 
Numismatics,  by  Q 

Das/td  Bowers  (Stock 
No  BBM-IMi  $1995  A 
bestseller,  this  }51-page 


illustrated  book  traces 
the  amazing  life  of  one 
of  America's  most  suc¬ 
cessful  coin  dealers. 
Starting  in  a  modest 
way  in  1929,  Abe  Kos¬ 
off  went  on  to  become 
one  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  dealers  our  hobby 
has  ever  seen.  Along 
the  way  he  handled 
many  important  collec¬ 
tions  and  achieved 
fame  by  buying  and 
selling  such  items  as 
the  1913  Liberty  Head 
nickel,  and  the  1804 
silver  dollar. 

Whether  you  are  col¬ 
lector,  dealer,  or  inves¬ 
tor,  here  is  the  success 
story  second  to  none. 
Fascinating — and  an  in¬ 
spiration  to  anyone 
aspiring  to  be  a  success 
in  the  hobby! 


Adventures  with  Rare 
Coins,  by  Q.  David 
Bowers.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-125)  $24.95.  A 
"fun"  book  about  histo¬ 
ry,  art,  romance,  and  in¬ 
vestment.  The  Cold 
Rush,  the  Great  Treas¬ 
ury  Release  of  Morgan 
silver  dollars  in  1962, 
the  coin  market  over 
the  years,  nostalgia, 
old  time  pirtures,  and 


other  subjects  are 
presented  in  an  interest¬ 
ing  manner.  Winner  of 
several  book  awards! 

305  pages,  illustrated, 
hardbound. 

The  Investor's  Guide  to 
Coin  Trading,  by  Scott 

A.  Travers.  (Stock  No. 
BTR-701)  $24.95.  This  is 
a  volume  designed  ex¬ 
pressly  for  the  coin  in¬ 
vestor.  The  author  deals 
with  market  trends,  in¬ 
vestment  portfolios, 
telemarketing,  grading 
standards,  slabs  and  en¬ 
capsulation,  insider  in¬ 
formation,  "how  to  buy 
low  and  sell  high,"  bul¬ 
lion  coins,  coins  as 
works  of  art,  auction 
sales,  commemoratives, 
dealers,  financial  plan¬ 
ners,  and  more.  The 
book  jacket  notes: 

"With  the  information 
in  this  book  you  will 
gain  the  knowledge 
that  you  need  to  buy 
and  sell  the  most  com¬ 
monly  traded  coins  on 
the  same  footing  as 
marketplace  insiders." 
230  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound. 

The  History  of  United 
States  Coinage,  by  Q. 

David  Bowers.  (Stock 
No.  BBM-130)  $49.  Il¬ 
lustrated  in  color  by 
coins  from  the  fabulous 
Garrett  Collection  cata¬ 
logued  by  Q.  David 
Bowers  and  sold  at  auc¬ 
tion  for  $25  million, 
this  immense  volume  is 
virtually  a  university 
course  in  American 
numismatics.  Discussed 


in  this  572-page  deluxe 
hardbound  book  is  every 
series  from  colonials 
onward,  plus  territorials 
and  patterns.  Chosen 
by  many  libraries  as  a 
basic  reference  on  the 
subject.  Winner  of  the 
Robert  Friedberg  Award 
and  the  Book  of  the 
Year  Award. 


BUYER'S 
GUIDE  10 
UN 


TED^ 
SMS  l 

GOLD  COINS 


$Y  a.  04  VIP  10 

II  mvi#  «  am 

•  I  Ml*  CO1*  4MVII  l»  I'CIUW  *  MM  Ml 


Buyer's  Guide  to  Unit¬ 
ed  States  Gold  Coins, 

by  Q.  David  Bowers. 
Softbound  (Stock  No. 
350)  $12.95;  Hard¬ 
bound  (Stock  No.  351) 
$19.95.  This  great  book 
will  be  literally  worth 
its  weight  in  gold  to 
anyone  seriously  in¬ 
terested  in  American 
gold  coins.  Sleepers 
and  undervalued  coins 
can  be  spotted  by  con¬ 
sulting  the  charts  in  this 
volume.  In  addition,  the 
narrative  text  describes 
each  type  of  American 
gold  coin  produced  for 
circulation  from  1795 
onward,  and  discusses 
availability  in  various 
grades  and  rarities, 
among  other  informa¬ 
tion.  A  highly  ac¬ 
claimed  book  which 
you  will  truly  treasure! 
Softbound. 

The  Standard  Cata¬ 
logue  of  Encased  Post¬ 
age  Stamps,  by  Michael 
Hodder  and  Q.  David 
Bowers.  Softbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-355) 
$19.95;  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-356) 
$27.95.  This  is  the  basic 
reference  book  on  this 
fascinating  series. 
Dozens  of  different  vari¬ 
eties  of  encased  post¬ 


age  stamps  are  de¬ 
scribed,  some  of  them 
worth  into  the  thou¬ 
sands  of  dollars.  Also 
included  is  fascinating 
historical  text,  rarity  rat¬ 
ings  for  various  issues, 
and  catalogue  prices.  A 
must  for  every  serious 
numismatist.  192  pages, 
profusely  illustrated. 

The  Coin  World  Com¬ 
prehensive  Catalog  and 
Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  Coins,  David  T. 
Alexander,  Project  edi¬ 
tor.  Softbound  (Stock  No. 
BAL-100)  $19.95;  Hard¬ 
bound  (Stock  No.  BAL- 
101)  $35.  This  large  (464 
pages)  book  describes, 
illustrates,  and  prices  all 
American  coinage  from 
1652  to  the  present, 
and  provides  a  wealth 
of  basic  information 
without  equal  in  any 
other  work. 


The  Cherrypicker's 
Guide  to  Rare  Die  Var¬ 
ieties,  by  Bill  Fivaz  & 

J.T.  Stanton.  (Stock  No. 
BFI-100)  $14.95.  Do  you 
want  to  spot  potentially 
rare,  unusual,  interest¬ 
ing,  and  valuable  die 
varieties?  Then  this 
book  is  for  you!  The 
authors,  experts  in  their 
field,  describe  and  il¬ 
lustrate  in  a  clear  and 
concise  manner  many 
interesting  and  poten¬ 
tially  profitable  varieties 
which  can  be  found  in 
virtually  all  series  from 
cents  to  gold  This  is  a 
book  no  collector  can 
afford  to  be  without 
108  pages,  illustrated 
Soltbound 


Dozens  of  books  to  choose  from! 
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The  Coin  Dealer  News¬ 
letter:  A  Study  in  Rare 
Coin  Price  Perfor¬ 
mance,  edited  by  Q. 
David  Bowers.  Soft- 
bound  (Stock  No.  BBM- 

402)  $34.95;  Hard¬ 
bound  (Stock  No.  BBM- 

403)  $49.95.  Available 
in  one  single  volume  is 
a  distillation  of  data 
gathered  over  a  25-year 
period  by  America's 
leading  source  of  coin 
price  information:  The 
Coin  Dealer  Newsletter! 
Market  closing  prices 
are  given  year  by  year, 
1963  to  1989,  for  all 
popular  series.  Here  in 
527  information-packed 
pages  is  the  most 
authoritative  source  in 
print  for  U.S.  coin  mar¬ 
ket  data — a  vivid  record 
of  the  coin  market. 


United  States 
Coins  by  Design  Types 

An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 


Q.  David  Bowers 


United  States  Coins  by 
Design  Type:  An  Action 
Guide  for  the  Collector 
and  Investor,  by  Q. 

David  Bowers.  (Stock 
No.  BBM-307)  $9.95.  If 
you  are  assembling  a 
type  set  of  U.S.  coins — 
or  just  wish  to  read  a 
handy  volume  that 
covers  every  type  of 
U.S.  coin  from  1793 
right  down  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  day— this  book 


is  a  must!  A  wealth  of 
information  on  sleepers, 
unrecognized  rarities, 
and  good  buys.  Winner 
of  the  Exceptional  Book 
Award.  248  pages, 
hundreds  of  photos, 
softbound. 

United  States  Copper 
Coins:  An  Action  Guide 
for  the  Collector  and  In¬ 
vestor,  by  Q.  David 
Bowers.  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
302)  $9.95.  Inside  infor¬ 
mation  about  half  cents, 
large  cents,  Flying  Eagle 
cents,  Indian  cents,  Lin¬ 
coln  cents,  and  two- 
cent  pieces.  All  major 
types  are  illustrated, 
and  all  your  questions 
answered.  Why  is  it 
rare?  Which  issues  are 
sleepers?  How  have 
such  pieces  been  col¬ 
lected  over  the  years? 
176  pages,  softbound. 
Second  big  printing! 


United  States  Dimes, 
Quarters,  and  Halt  Dollars 


\n  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  ami  Investor 


(j.  David  Bowers 


United  States  Dimes, 
Quarters  and  Half  Dol¬ 
lars:  An  Action  Guide 
for  the  Collector  and 
Investor,  by  Q.  David 
Bowers.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-304)  $9.95.  An  in¬ 
dispensable  overview  of 
the  dime,  quarter,  and 
half  dollar — as  well  as 
the  20-cent  piece.  The 
book,  with  dozens  of 
photographs,  gives  you 
a  dealer's  view  of 
sleepers,  hints  when 
buying  and  selling,  and 
historical  information 
about  popular  series 
like  the  Mercury  dime, 
the  Standing  Liberty 
quarter,  and  the  Walk¬ 
ing  Liberty  half  dollar. 
215  pages,  softbound. 


United  States 
Three-Cent  and  Five-Cent 
Pieces 


An  Aitinn  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 


United  States  Three- 
Cent  and  Five-Cent 
Pieces:  An  Action  Guide 
for  the  Collector  and  In¬ 
vestor,  by  Q.  David 
Bowers.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-303)  $9.95.  This  fas¬ 
cinating  volume  gives 
you  a  dealer's  inside  view 
of  nickel  and  silver 
three-cent  pieces,  nickel 
five-cent  pieces,  and 
half  dimes.  Sleepers, 
the  stories  behind  scar¬ 
cities  and  rarities, 
which  Jefferson  nickels 
are  hard  to  find  when 
fully  struck  (some 
''common  dates"  are 
major  rarities  worth 
hundreds  of  dollars  if 
sharply  struck!),  and 
more!  168  pages,  soft- 
bound,  illustrated. 

The  Norweb  Collection: 
An  American  Legacy, 

by  Michael  Hodder  and 
Q.  David  Bowers.  De¬ 
luxe  Hardbound  (Stock 
No.  BBM-145)  $29.00. 
More  than  just  the  story 
of  a  great  collection, 
this  book  is  also  the 
story  of  two  American 
families  and  their  place 
in  the  history  of  this 
country.  Illustrated  with 
dozens  of  historic  pho¬ 
tographs,  it  tells  the  sto¬ 
ry  of  the  Norwebs  and 
Holdens  as  they  trav¬ 
eled  from  the  crude 
gold  mines  of  Alaska  to 
the  ornate  palaces  of 
China — and  along  the 
way  amassed  a  fabulous 
collection  of  some  of 
America's  most  price¬ 
less  rarities.  288  pages, 
deluxe  8Vi  x  11  format, 
with  gold-stamped  cover. 


Walter  Breen's  Ency¬ 
clopedia  of  United 
States  and  Colonial 
Proof  Coins  1722-1989, 

by  Walter  Breen.  Soft- 
bound.  (Stock  No. 
BBR-765)  $29.95.  In  338 
pages  the  author  details 
the  process  of  Proof 
coin  manufacture, 
characteristics  of  vari¬ 
ous  styles  of  Proofs 
(brilliant,  matte,  satin, 
Roman,  etc.),  and  gives 
a  wealth  of  other  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  the 
Proof  format.  Year  by 
year— 1722  to  1989 — 
Proofs  are  analyzed. 

You  will  find  detailed 
discussions  of  Proof 
sets,  individual  scarci¬ 
ties  and  rarities,  and 
pedigrees  of  classic  is¬ 
sues.  Hundreds  of  illus¬ 
trations  complement 
the  text.  Revised  and 
updated  from  the  clas¬ 
sic  1977  edition. 
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Walter  Breen's  Com¬ 
plete  Encyclopedia  of 
United  States  and  Co¬ 
lonial  Coins,  by  Walter 
Breen.  Hardcover. 

(Stock  No.  BBR-764). 
$75.00.  The  most  com¬ 
prehensive  guide  to 
U.S.  coins  ever  pub¬ 
lished!  754  pages  in 
length,  large  8V2  x  11 
inches  in  format,  weigh¬ 
ing  over  five  pounds, 
and  illustrated  with 
over  4,000  photographs, 
this  immense  volume 
explores  in  minute 
depth  everything  from 
the  earliest  colonial 
coins  to  commemora¬ 
tive  coins  issued  recent¬ 
ly.  If  you  spend  over 
$100  per  year  on  coins, 
this  book  is  an  absolute 
must  for  you! 


Silver  and  Gold  Com¬ 
memorative  Coins 
1892-1989.  Revised  Edi¬ 
tion,  by  Anthony  Swia- 
tek  and  Walter  Breen. 
(Stock  No.  BSW-742) 
$29.95.  Revised  edition 
of  the  large  format, 
hardbound  book  detail¬ 
ing  the  history  of  vari¬ 
ous  United  States 
commemorative  issues. 
A  must  for  every  refer¬ 
ence  library.  Everything 
you  wanted  to  know 
about  commem- 
oratives—  and  more— 
by  two  well-known  nu¬ 
mismatic  authors.  The 
standard  reference  in 
the  field — now  better 
than  ever! 


United  States  Gold  Coins 

An  Illustrated  History 
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United  States  Gold 
Coins:  An  Illustrated 
History,  by  Q.  David 
Bowers.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-135)  $47.00.  This 
color-illustrated,  deluxe 
hardbound  415-page 
book  features  pieces 
from  the  fabulous  Louis 
Eliasberg  Collection  of 
United  States  gold 
coins,  which  the  author 
catalogued  and  sold  at 
auction  for  $12.4  mil¬ 
lion.  Written  in  a  high¬ 
ly  readable,  informative, 
and  fascinating  style, 
this  volume  discusses 
all  you  want  to  know 
about  American  gold 
coins — how  they  were 
minted,  why  certain  is¬ 
sues  are  rare,  how  they 
have  been  collected 
over  the  years,  stories  of 
rarities,  and  more.  Here 
is  a  book  you  will  refer 
to  many  times  over.  "It 
is  a  book  about  gold 
that  is  literally  worth  its 
weight  in  gold,"  said 
the  editor  of  Coin  World 


When  Great  Collections 

Are  Sold 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 

Sells  Them 


Contact  us  now  about  selling  your  coins. 

Sales  conducted  in  New  York  and  other  major  cities. 


AUCTIONS  BY  BOWERS  AND  MERENA,  INC. 

Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire  03894  (603)  569-5095 

800- 222-5993  (Orders  only) 


Bowers  And  M erena 
Sells  Them 

Bowers  And  Merena 

Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


For  orders:  (800)  222-5993 
In  NH  (603)  969  5095  .  fo  (603)  569  5319 


